With reforonoe to the nxnutes in N L 2628/50 herewith hs
on the question of the proper flags to be - flown hy Serviece
hospitals in peacetime, the genaral aituation nay now be '
summariaed as follows:~ -5 ok

Present practiee ' : o) L "Prbpogbéfp:aotiqe

R.N.. Hosp_itals S

S M.D.G. considers
Heslar. Has no flagetaff Hag - - Union PFlag should be flown

in past flown White Eneign - at% masthead .and Red Cross
. ‘orly. _ flag' at yard. = . [
?lxgouth. Flies Union Plag at - M. Sees no objeotlon. :
~ + masthead and Red Cross flag . o
- at yard.

chaﬁhan. Flies Red Cross flag at
- masthead and Union Flag at
yard.

War-Ofiice.

Red Cross flag not flown pver No pr0posals for alterd\ing

military hospitals 1in peace mqé““r . practice of flying Union
Union Flag flown by certain hospitals Flag or flag of appropriate’?
and flag of formation to which they formation.‘ o
belong by other hospitals. ‘
Alr Ministry.
| ' Not oonsidered Ilylng of
No uniformity in practice. Red Cross flag is negessary
Some hospitals fly Royal Air Force in peacetime outgide
.Ensign and Red Cross flage Other nparational areas, 4
hospitals fly Royal Alr Force Ensign “Propose to issue instructions §

-only. ‘that R.A.F.Ensign is to be
‘ : ‘ ) flown by R.AJF, ‘hespitals
entitled to fly EBnsign, in
¥eaoetima. During hostilities
and in operational areas at
all times) the Union Flag and
" Red Cross flag to be flown over
all R.A.F. mediocal formationg |
and establishments.

2, It NOSMA reasonable to aocept the view that ﬂhe Red Cross
flag should be flown by Service hoapitals only in (&) wartime or
(b) aocoraing to emergenoy and/or operational requirements.

. coordin 1 infpeacetime the Royal Naval hoapitala ‘should

"flyaonfﬁ one f%agz_v?%._the Union Flag, thers being no neval
squivalent of the Royal Air Foroe Ensign or the flagse of nulltaryt
formations. The K.R.& A.l. Committee have exyressed the view tha
it would be in order for permission to be given to Royal Naval

“hospitals %0 fly the White Ensign either at the masthead or yard,
| . om



the grounds that they are "organised units of the Royal
Navy" and "buildings used for naval purposes". The
principal objection to this suggestion is that naval
hospitals ¢ ot be anappb8d as the "shore extension™ of
one of H.M.%ggs of war in commission. It has been decided
by the Board in the past, and has recently besn confirmed
by the Fourth Sea Lord, that naval dockyards and civil
establishments should fly the Union Flag. The Union Flag,
rather than the White Ensign, therefore seems appropriate
for navael hospitals.,

4, It is proposed to submit for epproval to inform the
Wer Office and the Air Ministry that the Admiralty intends t«
instruct the Royal Naval Hospitals to the effect that
(a) In peacetime the Union Flag only is to be flown:
(b} In wartime, or in times of emergency or in operational
areas, both the Union Flag and the Red Cross f&ig are to be
flown, positioned at the masthead and yard, respectively,
end also to ineclude the instruction in K.R.% A.Il,

for Head of N.L.

20th,April1981,
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