The three main Royal Naval Hospitals at Home adopt the following
practices: - :

(a2) R.N.Hospital, Haslar has no flagmast at present. In the past,
however, a single White Ensign was flowr. No Geneva flag was
flown as it might have led to confusion in the Dockyard, to whom
a reversed White Ensign acted as a fire alamm. |

(b) R.N.Hospital, Plymouth flies the Union Flag at the masthead
with the Geneva at’ the yard, while

(¢) R.N.Hospital, Chatham reverses the practice and flies the Geneva
at the masthead with the Union Flag at the yard.

2. M.D.G., bas no information regarding the routine flying of the
Geneva flag as opposed to its wartime use as a distinguishing emblem.

. Not being H,),Ships in Commission, R,N,Hospitels are not entitled to fly
' the White Ensign. They may, as 'Royal Eospitals'! fly the Union rlag:
Admiralty Librarian has been requested to furnish what informetion he
can on this point.

Se 0f the two methods of flying the Union and Geneva Flags in &
conjunction, },D,G, considers 1(b) to be the correct one i.e. that the
Union Flag should be flown at the masthead with the Geneva at the yard.

/
/) MEDICAL DIRECTOR GENERAL,
57" July, 1950.

e Geneva Convention, which regulates the use of the Red Cross fiag.|
h by medical units and estalblishients as a protective
emblem in time of wer only. It lays down thet the Rec_i Cross flag rmust |
always be accompenied by the national flag of thi oell;gerc?nt power concernep:
unless the unit is captured, when the Red Cross flag only is flown.

deals with its use

2. The Manual of liilitary Lav stetes (p.30k) that there is no indication
how the Red Cross flag and the national flag are %o be associated. '-

3. Exnaustive examination of the relevant sources available in Librery 3

has failed to bring to light any orders or instructions relating to the :
' v LR : L3 N ~

flags to be flown by Naval 1ledical Bsteblisnments in time of peace. }4

Presumably, as stated by i.D.G., the Union flag should :cie vlown. It ds

understood that the lilitary Hospitels at ioolwich and Nebley fly the Union g

Tlag only; the Red Cross flag being noisted in addition in time of wer essy
o ; /‘b
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In view of the time which has dlapsed since he wrote, a reply
has been sent to the Navel Member Canadian Joint Staff (LOnd0n§
giving him an answer to his question. The answer given does not
say that the practice followed by the Military Hospitals is the

only correct. one, but in M. Branch's view that practice is the
safeste -

2. Perhaps M.D.Ge would like to consider the introduction of

a stable practice in the Navye.

e s,

\ S

for Head of M, _
8th September, 1950.

A Ak L
/1«/47/5"@-

It is considered desirable that a uniform practice be
adopted at all Naval Kedical Zstablishments.

2, this practice should include the flying of the Union Flag
at the masthead: there are good reasons for ready identification of
medical edeblishments at other times than in war, and it is suggested
that the Geneva Flag should be flown at the yard.

3. Referred for consideration and the issue of instructions,

CAL DIRECTOR GAENZRAL,
7L\ OQtober 1850,

Mo Branch sees no objection to the flying of the Red Cross
Flag at the yardsof masts erected at the R.N, Hospitals in
time of peace and flying the Union Flag at the masthead.
This proposel would not, however, correspond with the practice
which we understand to be in operation at Military Hospitals,
which only fly the Union Flage. Before we fly the Red Cross
as & general practice in time of peace it might, therefore, be
as well to discuss with the other Services with a view to
arriving at a common practice.

for.Head of M,
10th October, 1950.
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N.I, 2636/50, 16th Ootober, Ca

S:h' ® (.;“)c

- I am commanded by My lords Commissioners of the
Admiralty to infora you that they huave under consideration
the guestiion of the proper flags to be flown by Royal Naval
Hospitals in pence-time, 4t present, thers is a lauck of
uniformity in practico at these hcspitals,

2, My Lords fesl that it would not,perhaps, be lmproper
for tuyal Naval Hospitals to £ly, in peace~time,a Unlon {Jack)
Fla; at the masthead and a Geneva {ied Cross) Flag at the yard
of the mast erscted,

3. it appears desirable that all three Services should,
o far as possible, follow & like practice and your views on
the sbove suggestion togetheyr with lnformation as io the
practios at present followed in the case of militury ..ospitals
would, therefore, be very smoch appreciated,

X am, Bir,
Tour obedisnt servant,

Thzgunderisegxetary of Btate e _ ”2
War Office,

Whitehall, i\

S.W,l. ‘ e

Capy sent %o Air jinistry,

WG,



8 abasla by

Further correspondence on this subject should be addressed to: Telephone ;
*“The Under-Secratary of State (. rcem. ?

at the address bereundu GRO 80)4»0 'Ext 3371
THE WAR OFFICE,

NL

~

Please quote in any reply:

LONDON,
_29/Gen/1143 (Ack(c)) —
Y ot
/"' ¢ RN November, 1950,
( 7o

Sir,

I am commanded by the Army Council to refer to your
letter N,L,2628/50 dated 16th October, 1950, and to state
for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the
Admiralty that the Geneva (Red Cross) flag is not flown
over Military Hospitals in peace time outside operational
areas,

Certain Hospitals, as listed in Xing's Regulations
Appendix VIII, have been granted the status of a flag
station, and in conseguence are permitted to 1y the Union
Jack,  All other Military Hospitals fly the flag of the
formation to wnich they belong,

I am, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

A

The Secretary of the Admiralty,
LONDON, S,%,1.

Copies to:;=~ Air Ministry,
D2 (Wer Office),
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18t Docomber, 1950

I am direoted to state that the Admixalty hawe been considerw
ing the question of the proper flags to be flewm by Royal Haval
hoepitals in pease-time, They consider that a Union Jack should
be flowmn at the mastehead and a Genewa Red Cyoss flag at the '

"3

In the interests of wiformity, they request information as
what flags axe flown at Royal 4lr Foree hospitals in peace-

3. The existing regulation conceming the use of the Red Cruss
flag is contained in Alr Ninistry Order A.108/43, paregrsph 9,
This instruction is derived from the Geneve UConvention, 1929,
(Article 22) which atill opexrates, although it is now being

3

revised,

I =, Sirx,
' ‘Iour ohdimt Sexvant,

(

f\
S f:.} ﬁj\ﬂm"'{ll .
. \

(P, A. COOPER)
. Wing Commander,
for Director-Generel of Medical Services,
The Alr Officer CammandingeineUhief,
Headquarters, Home Cosmmand,
Royal Air Foreoe,

Copy %08 mimmmormwm v
Bo¥Ws¢'
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Y /mm The Semwtayy of tiw Adudveldy,
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. NoLe 533!_/5,0- 12¢h april,  zgq,

Sir,

I aw comanded by My Lords
Coumissioners of the Admiralty to refer
to Adudiralty Letter of the 16th Cotober,
1950, Nl 262850, conoerning the
question of the proper flags to be flown
by Service hospitals in pemcstime (Your
referonce A«673574/50/M.AsT and to
request that you will be good envugh
to state when a reply mey be expected
¥ the enguiry therein,

I enm, Sir,
Your obedient ssrvant,

Sgd. 4. S, OSLEY

 The Under Sscretary,

. » ; -
Adastrel House, /(% M‘Ch%
. . w’o P . T

mt/wn.'zs-




TEL. E""I‘-on.xaom‘: 3434 ExtDcocn.

£ UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE,

*.and sho

A.67374/50/5.7.(2) .

e( “\\« &bag\go «J/,/u ax,t«/_s"a

w/ S 33¢/5 L.
°°“?§§231°d"°§e°;‘d§’§§s§e‘iab’§§t_‘" this AIR MINIST ‘3 '\[/

_’TRY
uld quote the reference —

Your Ret.. Nalis2028/50.

Sir,

I am commanded by the Air Council to refer to your
letter of thelbth October, 1950, addressed to the Under Secretary
of Secretary of State, War Office, concerning the flying of fleags
over Service Hospitals, and to say that at the present time there
is & certain lack of uniformity by R.A.F. Hospitals, i.e. some
fly the Royal Air Force Ensign and the Geneve Red Cross whlle
others fly the Royel Air Force Ensign only.

2. Vhile the Council agree that the Royal Air Force should
abide by the provisions of the Geneva Convention during a period
of hostilities, they do not consider that the flying of the Geneva
Red Cross in peace time outside operational areas is necessary.
They propose, therefore, to lssue instructions that in veace time
the R.A.F. Ensign shall be flown over those R.A.F. Hospitals
entitled to fly the ensign, but that in the event of hostilities
(and in operationsl areas at &ll times) the Geneva Red Cross and
the Union flag shall be flown over all R.A.F. medicel formations
and establishments.

3. & copy of this letter has been sent to the War Office.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient Servent,

Aty
The Secretary,
Admirslty,
London, S.W.l.



“Tar. Horsosw 3434 Extn.._ 501 ‘ /\/ I~

n‘espondence on the subject of this
B 'letteriould be addressed to ;—

Trm ER SECRETARY OF STATE,
B INISTRY..... 82 Sella
_a.nd should quote the reference :—

4.67374/50/8.7(a)

-' ;?m ref NaLs 2628/50.

May, 1951.

29 MaY i

. 8ir, Regiorot 7 pr NE AL

Plying of Plags at R.A .F. Hospltals.

I am directed to refer to” thls Department's letter of
even number dated 171:13, Aprll 1951, and, further to paragraph
2 thereof, I am to forward for your information the attached

~ draft of an Air Ministry Order which it is intended to publish
~in the neaxr future.

2o I am to ask. that, if you have any comments on this

- proposed Air Ministry Order,you will notify this Depariment
gt an early date. _
3; A copy of this letter and attachment have been sent to
the War Office.

I am, Sir:
Your obedient Servant,

‘The Secretary,
Admiralty, .
1Hhiteha.].:l., SQWO10 ‘




May, 1951, 5.7(a) \l

Flying of Flags at R.A.F. Hospitals.

A.67374/50/5.7(a) /5/51.

Uniformity of practice is to be followed in the flying of

flags at R.A.F. Hospitals.

2. In peace time the R.A.F. Ensign is to be flown only at those

R.A.F. Hospitals entitled to fly the Ensign in accordance with K.R.156(2) {8
3. In war time, and in operational areas at all times, the Geneva

Red Cross and the Union Flag is to be flown at all R.A.F. medical formations

and estsblishments.

"’l



a . Z4 ’ kS .
DJS . P‘ ,\!LDO.C“'" ""15‘55{.‘!’/? n?DG/'r\' i
TEL. Hovrsorn 3434 Extn.._..wl ..... : ' g, . . ‘/\/ é' \“( o~
Correspondehice on the subject of this . s ' )y‘/‘"”
letter, sibuld be addressed to :— AIR MINISTRY, ¢
THE‘_,!ﬂ ER SECRETARY OF STATE,
o7 AEINISTRY ..o LONDON, W.C.2.
and’ should quote the reference :—
A 67370l 50 /Sa T(B) e -
Your Ref N.L. 26 29../50-
S ool June, 1951.
A}
Sir, o (,7 Cif
S g .f‘ (-"‘
‘)f\ 4 ‘_(', \v)

Flying of Flegs at R,A.F, Hospitals

I am directed to refer to this Department's letter
r of even number, dated 29th May, 1951, and to inform you
~ that if no reply thereto is received before Friday, June 29th,
1951, it will be assumed that you have no comments to make
on the proposed Air Ministry Order and, accordingly,
—— arrangements will be made for the Order to be published,

I am, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

L mae —
s e Aoy

v ' ~
The Secretary, MHW

Admiralty. 2 376 A7



