V. 14/681/53 G & apra, 53

Gemandar-in—(:hier Mediterranean,
(Ref, No.112 (Med,2005/15 dated 22nd Jamusry 1953)

I am to agquaint you that Their Lordships have had
under omnsideration the interim reports from various oommands
on the limited trisls of oaps with white plastic tops.

The opinions expressed in these reports are not unanimous
‘and Their Lordships consider that further experience is

- neoessary hefore a decision is reached on the general

introduction of these eaps, Arrasngements are therefore being

| - made for extended trisls of caps with white plastic tops
- for both officers snd seamen and a further communioation

on this subjeot will be made when the caps are available,
| BY COMMAND OF THEIR LORDSHIPS.

SGD. J. LAWSON




any further communication
should be aduaressed to:- AD:IRALTY, Seiie1,

The Becretary of the Admiralty, 27 January, 1954,
Tondon, S.¥els
quoting "V,14/881/53.

Cormander-in-Chief, Homs Flsct. )

o~ . 2 N -

commander-in~Chief; I'lymouth

DOMBBHUSImLUSLILEE s 1 L . ) Letter to each.
Comzander-in=Chisf, Iediterranean. )
Coumander-in-Chie?, Tar sast -tation. )

Copies to:~ Coumander-in-Chicf, The Nore.
ionmancer-in-Chisf, Forts:outh,.
Coimander~in=Chief, msast Iuuies,
Soumender-in-Cnief, South ..tlantic,

Com.ancer-in-Caisf, Alwrica ana West ITudics,
Tlag Officer 4ir {Home),
Flag Officer, Scotlandc.

Superintencing Victualling Store Officer, Southerm Area,
Sup-rintencent, 4. .. Victualling Yard, Malta,
Sunsriontending Victualling Store Officer, Singapore.

I am to acguaint you, witn reference to fumiralt: Letter V.1A/1h55/52 of
25th .orch, 1952, that Their lordsinips desire that more extendeda trials shoula
now be carried out of officers' and ratiags' caps with white olastic tops and also
of white plastic cov.rs for wear with officers’ and ratings' peak capse.

2, As vreviously indicated, the intention woulc be that, if successful, the w%ite
plastic-topped caps wight eventually replace the present blue and white caps and

cap covers for wear throughout the year and in all climates. It is also contemplated
that, if it is decicea tc proceed with tiis change, white plastic cap covers might

be provided Guriag the transitional period for wear with existing blue peak cavs.

3« white plastic-topped cans and plastic cap covers for trial have been allocated
to Comands as shown in =snclosure 'A' to this letter. It is intended tnat the caps
ant covers should be worn for a continuous psrioa of 12 months anw that so far as
rossible representative officers and ratings froro: all branches of the Service
snould participate in the trials, in order to tsst tne suitability of the articles
under the widest possible range of counditions.

Le I ar to reguest that Coumanders-in-Chief concerned will nominate selected ships
anc establishients to carry out wearing trials on the foregoing basis and that
particulars of the allocation within each Comuand may be notified to the autlorities
shown in the Final column of uinclosure 'A's Their Lordships incline to the view
that, in order not to interfere more than necessary with uniformity in headgear while
the trials are talkinz place, it would be desirable if the trials at Home were to be
concentrated in the Plymouth aiea and I am to suggest that, subject to his own views,

_the Commander-in-Chicf, Home Tleet, should consider ncminating a Devoanport manned
ship to carry out the dome Fleet trials,

De The caps and covers supplied for the trials are to be issusd on loan to the
indivicual officers and ratings selected to wear them, and will be subjct to
withdrawal on conclusion of the trials or for ¢ramination during the period of trial
as may be necessary in accordance with paragraph 8 below.

G I an to requsst that reports on the suitability of the trial caps, on the basis

of the cucstionnaire set out in dnclosure 'B' to this letter may be forwardec after

the articles have beea worn for three uounths, and again after a full twelve months'
weare Separate questionnaires should bs completed in respect of cach of the thres
different patterns of caps supplied. It will not be necessary for separate
cuzstionnaires to be completed in respect of the plastic cap covers, but any particular
difficulties experienced with these articles, as distinet from the peak cavs with
plastic tops, should be brought out in the reports. '

Te I am also to request that the reports to be forwarded after twelve mouths!
exporience should contain your general views on the acceptability of (a) the



plastic topped caps for wear all the year round in wmlace of the present blue and
vhite caps anG cap covers, (b) the plastic cap covers for wear with blue caps by,
officers anc ratings in Class I and IIT uniform as an interim arrangement.

8. In the event of any faults in the trial caps becoming apparent by the

date of the revort to be rondereo after three ronths, specimen caps illustrating
these faults should be seat to the S.V.S.0, ‘outhern irsa. In any event, two
specinen peal caps and two seamen's caps snoulc be forwarded from sach Command

to the S.7e3.0e Southern Area for eramination after three months' wear,

Specinzn caps should also be returned for ciamination at any other time during
the course of the trials in the event of serious faults becoming apparent at

that staye. 411 cavs which are returned to SeV.S.0. Southern Area for examinatian
should be carcfully paczed to ensure that no damage in transit is sustained.

9. The quantitiss of caps to be returned on completion of the trials will be
coii unicated separatelr at a later cdate, when instructions will also bes given
rejar-cing the Cisposal of the remsining caps and cap covers issuea for the
trials.

BY CQ:-.AND OF TH%EE LORDSITPS.




SECLOSURS ' 4f

Trials of white Plastic Topped Caps

ALLOCATICN TO COr. ANDE

Pealk Caps Cap Covers
Officers' for Ratings (for Officers Scamen's Issuing
Caps in Class I & or ror ratings  Caps Authority
Cormaand ITI Uniform in Class I &

III Uniform)

Home Pleet 20 L0 15 75 SeVeSe0e
Southern Area,
Roche Court,

Tarehar:, Hants,

Flymouth Command 20 L0 15 75 As above,
lediterrancsan Station 20 L0 15 75 SeVeleialtae
Par sast Station 19 39 14 73 SeVeSe0e
H.; [ ) V.Y.
Singapore.

Note: (i) The caps and covers will be proviced in a range for four sizes,

C
vize 6%, 6%’ 7’ 7%.

(ii)The searen's pattern caps, Size 7, will differ from the other
sizes in that the grev waterproof lining is owmitted (see also
snclosure 'B', Part II (5), Note, and (7).

(11i)The caps end covers for issue by S.V.Y. ialta and SeVeS.0,
Singavore are being despatched to them by S.VeS.0s Southern Area,



EFCLOSURS ‘B!

Trialg of “7hite Plastic Tooped Caps

AU STIONATIRS

P.A.L]T—-IK' O:C“‘ CAP‘ ®® 00 L O T OGS OO DPLSSOS0ESOEDNOCLO®SLIDAOD0PY CO8BODDOOCSE OGS

rt “Officers', '"Class I & IITY or “Seamen's' as appropriates

(I'l.’l S
4 sevwarate Tusstionnaire should be commleted in resnect of cach pattern).

S
S

Date of commneacerent 0f tir18l eeeccocorencsosassscssscosce
Data Of re-pol“t 99 0 00 DO S OO WPPO e s OO
PART T

Please state below the total unumber of caps of the above pattern allocated for
trial anw give some indication of how wistributzd between Cfficers/Zatings in the
Giflerent branches of the Service.

PART II

{ote: The answers ziven to the following cuestions will be regarded as
generally applicable to all caps of the pattern under report unless
otherwise inuicated. ‘here there are exceptions, the approximate
oronortion of the caps affected should be stated, and an inaication
3iven of wnether the fault or criticism is broadly coufined to caps
issued to Officers/ ‘atings in any particular Braach (es).

1e Are the cawns considered satisfactory in resmect of shape and appearance:

(a) "-l-hen ne‘?? ® % © 00 0 08 . PO T OOC SO Fe QO O OC 609 OO0 G SV OO ES
(b) At the tate ol this report? D A N I R N I I I Y

Ce ilas anv breakdown of the plastic fabric occurred? If so, where?

.....................................'........'.
3. lias any ciscolouration (i.e. “yellowing") occurred? seeececees

(a) Does the plastic material becore soiled in wear? If so,
pléase give detaiISo.o.o......-......o.oo..........o.....
{b) Coul. the caps be cleaned satisfactorily? eeeccscsccccess
5. how coes tne weatiher protection afforded by the plastic topped caps
coupare with that given by existing pattern caps:

ga When new‘?ooooo.oooooooooovoocUo.oo'loooooo.ol.'
(b) 4t the date of this Teport? sesececec:cscssccne

(lote: /hen reporting on seamen's pattern caps separate answers tc this
question should be given in respect of (i) Size 7 and (ii) Remaining
sizes = see Note (ii) to inclosure ‘'A').

6o liow do the caps coupare, as regaras cowmfort when worn in hot weather, with the
existing patteran caps - i.e. blue cloth cap (with piqué or marcelline cover)
or szawen's wnite caps, as applicableTeccccccssesssvsscosscvovsonocss

7. (Seauen's caps only). Doecs hair dressing have any adverse effect on
caps, size 7 (i.e. those without waterproof 1ining)? seeesese



MESSAGE IN

UNCLASSIFIED et Ll 270956 March

v e b
From: C. in C., Plymouth L 29 an iy E Date: 273 5ke
ot I i S

Rec'd: 1137
To: General at Plymouth

Info: Admiralty C, in C, Portsmouth, C, in C., Nore, F.0. Scotland,

C. in C, Home Fleet,
. . r maaad &"":i '{k’

AP Lot 1
bsd ol M T
My 131155, R

Officers and Ratings from EAGLE, APOLIO, VENUS, and BATTLEAXE

will also periticipate starting about 4th shpril,

270956

NoCo‘lv. (2)

N.P. (2) o
DoWeS.Co éz
D. of V. (3

WI/19/19



Any further communication
sheuld be addressed to -

The Secretary of the Aidmiralty, ADMIRALTY, S.W,1,
Lerdon, S.W,1.

na. I TS Y an),
gquoting "V.14/881/53". e’ Noverber, 195k

Commander-in-Chief, Home Fleet Letter to each
Comnander-in-Chief, Fljymoutly, Refy Admirvalty Le ter
Commander-in-Chielf, licdi‘terranean, V;I//UU|/~ of {ul Janusry, 1954

Commander-in-Chief, Tar Eest Station

Coples to:~ Commander-in~Chief, The Nore.
Commander=-in-Chiaf, Porlguoutb,
Commander-in-Chraf'y, East Indles,
Comaander-in~-Chief ., Scuth itlantic,
Comander~inu-Chlef, American and Vest Indies,
Flag Officer, 4ir (Home).
Flag Officer, Scotland,
Superintending Viectualling Stere Officer, Southern irea,
Superintvending Victuelling Store Officer, Singapore,
Supmcintendent, H,il Vietualling Yard, kalta.

I o B0 request that interim reports on the trials of caps with
white plastic tops for officers and ratings and of white wlastic covers for
weayr with officers' and ratings! peak caps may be forwarded %o reach the
Admiralty not later than 31st Janvary, 1955, indicating whether any definlte
conclusions have been reached in the light of the experilence so far gainced
in the wearing trials. Specimens of any caps which may have developzd def'ecis
during the trials should be f'orvarded to reach the Superintending Vichtudiling
Store Officer, Southern Area by the same date,

2e Certain rcports which have been received indicate that the scamen's caps
have not proved altogether satisfactory owing to flaking of the plastic
material on the crown and discolouration at stitching of crown seams, Thelr
Lordships desire particularly to ascertain to what extent these difficulties
have been experienced, f

BY COuAIND OF TTDIR LORDSHIPS,



Coboard H.K.S, NEWCASTIE, office of the Flag officer,
at Singapore. iA Second~in~Command ,
15‘ rd Far Rast Station.

//,/ i
T : oy
g s :’: 15th I!{a)', 1955'

iy, [ =
A Tl Lt PR

No. 52/2FB/760/13

THE SECRETARY (F THE ADMIRALTY., .~—~n..

(Copies to:= e B

The Commander—-in-Chief, P e

Far East Station. : e

The Commanding (fficer,
H.M.S. BIRMINGHAM. )

TRIALS F WHITE PLASTIC TCETED CAPS AnD CAP COVERS

Be pleased to inform Their Lordships that H.M.S.
BIRMINZHAM will have completed ten months trisls of the
Plastic White Topped Caps and Cap Covers in accordance with
Admiralty Letter V. 14/881/53 dated 27th Jamuary, 1954 on
paying off in July, 1955. A report on her experience with
these items to that date will be forwarded in due course.

2, It is requested that instructions for the disposal
of the Caps and Cap Covers on trial in H.}.S, BIRVINGHAM on

paying off may be communicated.

for REAR ADMIRAL



