one part, and immobility on the other, 7 manilest; and it is
equally tlear, either that informalities in (hepmemﬁin of a
caurt-martial must often -occut, or that the course of justice
T o cxamat ¥yt these £ d

of ¢; e:—Vithin these fow 3 comman or
* second cipma,’ of ships of the line {':?hun permitted to
sit at courts-martial in preference to junior nflicers of the
same grade in comumand of sloops of war. Now, section 11
ot the act of Parliament states, that ¢ in mm{ caurt-mar-
tinl shall be appointed to be held at sny place where there are
0 less than tlirce, not yet 50 many as five, officers of the de-
grecand denomination 0f a post-captaln, or of asuperiorrank,
10 be found, then it shall be fawiul for the officer, at theplace
:hppnlmcd for holdingench court. ial, whoisto e

23ame, tocall to his as many of the

of His dlajesty's vesseln, under the rank and degree of a post-
captain, as, topether with the post-car falns then and there
present, .wili make up the number of five, to hold such court-

nartial.

“ When this act was framed, the Legisiature evidently
meant by the term ¢ commander' the officerof that grade in
actval command of anc of His Majesty’s sloops, not a con-
wmander bring in the same ship under a Post-captain, for such
ap officer was then unk n, OF even 3 10 39y
nothing of the important clause mentioned in nmother section
of the same z¢t, touching the axsemblage of five vessels of
war, which clause clearly shows that the Legislature intended
that five persons in superior cammand, in rank not below that
of a ler, were Y to i anaval court~
martial, A

* Inthe laxt revision of the ¢ RegulationsTor His Majesty's
Sea Service' the following acticle appears in the chapter enti-
tled * Courts-martial '—

"<\ captain In d of asloop-of-war,
ing his temparary loss of rank in other respecta, ix to sitat
wourts-mnrtial according to bis rank on the Yist of captains;
and commanders, uﬂnﬁ in the temporary commatnd of His
Majesty’s ships, shall be considered liable to sit at covrts-
martial ding to_their tive Taoks. Li
shall not be d to sit a8 bers at ial,
n’:{lmuzh they may bo acting in the temporary command of
ships,=

' The paragzaph above cited is the only passsze which ap-
pearsin lfh i\ﬁuty‘l ¢ Regulations® relative to rank and pres
cedence at courts-martix

“ The streax that appears to be laid upon the wozds * com-
mand, and * temporary commnand,’of’ His Majesty’s ships, ns
particulurly applicable to captains and commanders, is suffi-
clent to shiow that the revisers of these regulations could never
have contempiated that commanders serving in the same ship
with i?l-ptl!nl were #ligiblet (o beeome members of n court-
mart

“* To prevent the possibility of officers giving different ser-
siows t0 fhe vatious section sin the statute which was intended
by the: Legislature to guideand gosemn the proceedings in
every case of 8 naval court-martial, and razdculmlr 0 Te-
move, in some measure, those penal Nabilitics to which the
meml’ms compasing a court may, collectively and individu-

¥+ be sub d by the mi ion of 2n amb
2ct of Parliament, it may be necessary to temodel the statute,
md wmend thosc sections which, in many instances, have
g::zlcd and perplexed the best Crown lawyers this country

ever produced,

“ POLITICS AFLOAT.

** The prevailing disposition to discuss politics afiont is
truly deploradle. In former days it would have been difficult
to éuln naval officer competent to define the difference ex-
isting between Whig snd Tory: but now party questions
are introduced at table, and disputed with a warmth and 1esti-
ness of temper thar would hardly be tolerated even in St
Stephen®s.

“SUCCEEDING 70 THE COMAND OF a SIIT.

** It lias long been the practiceof the service for & czptain,
in suceeeding ta the command of a ship, to adopt seme public
mannce of acquainting the crew of the means by which he pro-
poses to rezrulnte his own condact, and to enforce obedience in
that of others.  This is sometimes efiected through the me-
dium of an address, publicly delivered ta the people assem-
bled on the quarter-deck. The prapriety of this ce be-
coines

enexa;

made which may materially tend to confine the captxin’s fi-
ture conduct in the management of men Jﬂuccd wader his
command, and with respect to whose individual behaviour it
in impmﬁaln to perecive what may arise. Seamen arealways
averse to sgce-:hu\ and particulardy to those that contain
pledges.  There can be no occasion te advert to pledges, whe-
ther relating to rewards, or touching punishments, Neither
is the system of the captain waning over to his successor the
chara individually, of the ship's company, at all 10 he
desired.  If, in mustiring the crew over, some hands ate par-
‘ ticularly pointed out as ‘ good men,” wfnﬂsmthm are
| aver in silence, those who come under what may be termed
| mute notice retire with feclings of dissatistaction, and the for-
mvrdfr:quuu)y presumic upon their “reported ' propricty of
conduct.

“FUNISHMRNT.

““ In every casc of a man's being brought up for punish-
1aent the slightest indication of passion should be avolded,
and the offender thus impressed with the wholesome convie-
tlort thiat the infliction is the nocessary cansequence of aime,
abstracted from all private animasity or prejudice. ‘The mo-
ment the painful duty is ended, no inclination should be
shown to keep the recollection of it afive by any ill-timed
comument, or intimation that, in addition to his punishment,
the delinquent is sex down in the captain's private list, The
tendency of such_intimation is te make men reckless of the
future and regardless of charactor, which they, with a good
deal of reason, imagine is irrccoverably lost the moment their
name is znmi!ed, n-u-iung1 in that "hated ecord, denomi-
nated by men-of-wara men ' the captain’s black baok.

i i ;' THREATS avi rﬁuw}sn:ﬁ:;w.

iere 1s ip some men an inhirm! ton:rpc—
tual threats of punishment 'hlch‘{mlmli plncls 1he
threatencr In what mnrglbe termed a false posdlon. In the
heat of the moment suchmen induige in ungunrded language,
which i3 generlly follawed up by strong asscverations to
have the party addressed ¢ severely punished.® Such mani-
fextations of uncontrollable temmer produce po other cffect
upor. the furemnst-men save tha: of an unfavourabls opinion
of the ntterer's self-possession, added to « tota), though silent,
contempt for his waste of words.  Thxeats of punishment are
alwﬁ;s bad, particularly ax the threatener has scldam reason
on his side to'support his menace, or rather the infliction of
a punishment promised in a moment of heat or irritable
mood of mind.  And here it may be recommended to the
young officer_ necer to_permit an expression to cscape him
vhlcﬁ may afterwards involve his character for adherence to
truth,  An officer should never break his word, and partica-
Tarly with British seamen.

‘' SURGEON.

“* The jdea that seamen of the service are often disposcd to
scek surgical relief under * false pretences * is not Justifiable.
That the * gaol-birds’ of former days to i upen
medical credulity few will attempt to dm{é but the surgeon
should ruther np[;nr 10 belicve the complainant's Statement,
than permit any hasty cjreulation to cscape him, even though
he may have strong reason to suspect the motives of the ap-
pealing party & The surgeon, in fact, should economize his
su.spie!'nns‘ and keep them to himself. . A medicxl man
be mistaken, and 3 solitary instance of erroncous dzdslm
not anly calculated to bring into_disrepute the professionsl
skill and sagacity of the surgeon, but o cngender a fecling of
dissatisfaction afloat, and, what is equally bad, to induce a
general disinclination to seck medical aid, when medical aid
is in reality required.
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