
Life is looking up
Life is looking up for the Service man. Better conditions, fewer 
restrictions —  these are orders for the day in the Navy, Army 
and A ir Force.
In step with these welcome changes marches Naafi, determined to 
play the fullest possible part in improving the lot of Service personnel. 
Already, at permanent Service stations across the map, Naafi facilities 
have been extended and improved. Out of the experiences of war 
. . . and in the light of peacetime opportunities and needs . . . 
Naafi is pressing forward with a great programme of development 
and modernisation.
Brighter Naafi centres —  more comfortable and congenial, more 
colourful and complete —  that is Naafi policy. With improving 
conditions . . . with the general betterment of life in the Forces —  
look to Naafi for finer facilities and greater service.

NAAFI
The official contttn organisation for H.M. Forces In war and peace
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FOREWORD.

For quite some time a desire has been felt to exist for a Signal School Magazine, and with 
a return, more or less, to normality it has now been possible to meet this need by the production 
of the first number of T he Communicator.

It is hoped that this magazine, which it is proposed to publish every quarter, will be of 
interest, not only to those at present in the Signal School, but to all members of the Com
munications Branch wherever they may be, for whom the Signal School stands as their “  alma 
mater.”

With this in mind I wish the launching of The Communicator every success.
C. L. F irth ,

12th April, 1947. Captain.

EDITORIAL.

In presenting this first issue of The Communicator to the Naval Signal world, we do not 
feel quite so much of the pioneer spirit as perhaps might be expected. In December, 1946 a 
small band of heroes— an advance party as it were— tested the ground of literary endeavour in 
the production of a Christmas number of a magazine called “  The Sparker .”

Those of us who had our ear close to the ground realised from the way in which this 
experimental effort was received that there was a demand in the Communications sphere 
generally and in H.M. Signal School particularly for a more ambitious publication which would 
reflect faithfully the actions, thoughts and aspirations of all engaged in Naval Communications.

In this issue we have attempted much— to record, to interest, to amuse and even to instruct 
—but we have largely confined ourselves to people and events directly connected with Signal 
School. But this is only a beginning, designed carefully to lay the foundation of a wider associa
tion of Signalmen and their confederates. By the time that our Summer number appears we 
hope that our gospel will have spread at least to all Signal personnel based on Home Stations 
and that our columns will have become an open forum for the exchange.of Signal intelligence 
of all types.

By the end of the vear we expect our Subscription List to be almost a replica of the nominal 
list of all Naval Communications Officers and Ratings, and our pages to include contributions, 
both serious and humorous, from the uttermost parts of the earth.

Such is our policy— to what extent it will be realised rests with you, our readers and con
tributors. This is a time of paper and labour shortages and magazine production is not easy. 
The Communicator will thrive however, provided it is not beset also by a shortage of literary 
material and financial support.

It would be ungracious not to express our deep appreciation of all who have helped to 
launch our magazine— successfully we hope ! Of the “ happy few ”  who have formed the 
Editorial Committee, very special mention must be made of Wren D. J. Boyes who has typed 
the whole of the MSS in her spare time to such a standard of excellence that our printers are 
convinced of our efficiency. We are grateful to all those whose initials appear at the end of 
contributions throughout our pages for their co-operation in submitting copy so promptly and 
heerfully. Also we must record the support and encouragement given by the Canteen 
ommittee of H.M. Signal School in providing the necessary financial backing to enable us to 

so into circulation.
Acknowledgments are made to the Editors of Guzz and Pompey for copies received and to 

the major Film Corporations for so kindly presenting us with photographs of their stars. 
Particularly are we grateful to Mr. A. Francis of the Evening News, Portsmouth, for permission 
■ use his signed portrait of Viscount Mountbatten of Burma, which is one of his treasured 

r-sessiens.















































FOR WELL-CUT AND TAILORED CLOTHES AT MODERATE PRICES

GREENBURGH Bros. Ltd.
Naval and Civilian Tailors and Outfitters

R eady-to -W ear Suits
Stocked in all sizes

All Purchases, including Leather, Fancy Goods 
Jewellery, Watches, Cutlery, etc., obtainable 
through our

Monthly Allotment Scheme
(Six Months Credit given;

P a r t i c u l a r s  F r e e  o n  A p p l i c a t i o n

B r a n c h e s :

14/15 William Street, 
DEVONPORT

126 Queen Street, 
PORTSMOUTH

20 Military Road, 
CHATHAM

45 46 Old Theatre St., 
MALTA

THE COMMUNICATOR.
:: : Instructor Lieutenant D. LI. Jones,

B.Sc., R.X.
Subscription Rates and Dates of Publication : 
Tn£ Communicator is printed four times 

arlv- -Easter, Midsummer, Autumn and 
Christmas.

Yearly Subscription 4 - ; Single copies, 1/- 
Cheques and Postal Orders should be crossed 
and made payable to :

I he Editor, H.M. Signal School Magazine,”  
and sent to
Leydene House, East Meon,
Petersfield, Hampshire.
Bulk orders from overseas Commands 

and outlying establishments would be much 
,-pyreciated.

All orders should be sent as early before 
: ublication as possible to allow of adequate 

rrangements with the printers.
‘'.'attribution* :

All MSS. photographs and cartoons 
■uld be sent to the Editor at H.M. Signal 

- hool, Leydene, as above. These will only 
returned to senders if this is asked for, and 

urse responsibility for them cannot be 
erred bv the Editor.

Wine Merchants Specialising in Service 
to Naval Military and Air Force Messes. 

56 H A Y M A R K E T
. LONDON, S.W.i •
T e le p h o n e ....................................... ABBey £484
Te/egtams - Boskimtock, Les^uote. London
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Specialists in
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From the earliest days of the com
mercial application of electric power, 
we have devoted continuous experi
ment to its use in our wide range of 
manufactures.

Our firm, established in 1862, was 
producing Generating Plants three years 
later, following the introduction of 
Carbon Electric Lamps by Dr. Swan and 
T. A. Edison. Continuing to exploit 
the commercial possibilities of this new 
source of power, we manufactured both 
the first Electric Winch and the first 
Electric Windlass.

About the same time we had been 
devoting much energy to the develop

ment of the searchlight projector, actual 
production commencing in 1886. These 
early projectors had hand-operated arc 
lamps with inclined carbons.

W e are continually improving our 
designs and performance of searchlight 
and signalling projectors, reflectors and 
lamps. The most recent development of 
interest has been the adoption of 
“ Brytal ” electrolytically brightened 
and anodised aluminium for the pro
duction of metal reflectors. These 
reflectors can be produced to any 
optical form, are extremely robust and 
give an absolute specular reflective 
efficiency of 84 per cent.

and Company Limited

V I C T O R I A  W O R K S ,  G A T E S H E A D  8, C o .  D U R H A M
TELEPHO N E: 72271 (6 Lines) . . TELEG RA M S: ‘ CYCLO PS,’ GATESHEAD

London Office : Fenton House, I 12/3 Fenchurch Street, E.C.3
Tel. Add.: ‘ Cyclops,’ Fen., London. Tel. Nos.: Royal 2737/2738
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SWITCHGEAR
All Vessels of the ROYAL 
NAVY from Sloop to 
Battleship are fitted with 

WHIPP & BOURNE 
MARINE SW ITCHGEAR  
as also are the latest and 
largest vessels of the 

MERCHANT NAVY

Specialists in the Design and 
Manufacture of all kinds of 

Marine Switchgear

WHIPP & BOURNE LTD.
CASTLETON , ROCHDALE. LANCS.



No matter what your needs may be you can be sure that
F L E M I N G S
CAN “ FIT YO U  UP”

You can rely on our 50 years’ experience in all matters of

NAVAL TA ILO R IN G  & O U T F IT T IN G
to give you exactly what is required. Indeed, in the matter of Cut— Materials 
— Fitting and exactness of Detail, we claim to be experts.
Whether you are at Home or Overseas you may depend on your require
ments receiving the care and attention for which we have long been famous.

CALL OR WRITE FOR CATALOGUES & PRICE LIST

A. FLEMING & CO.
(OUTFITTERS) LTD.
CO N TRACTO RS TO T H E  A D M IRA LTY

Portsmouth Branches 
II ED IN B U R G H  ROAD

AND
T R A F A L G A R  IN S T IT U T E , E D IN B U R G H  R O A D

H EAD OFFICES
H A Y STREET AN D PO RTLAN D STREET, PO RTSM O U TH
Phone—74352/3 (2 lines) Portsmouth Grams— "Navserge” Portsmouth

Branches at Chatham —  Devonport — Weymouth —  Malta —  Gibraltar


