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In &ocor“arce Jith o vour 27th December, 1940, wve
3 / »

wove the honour to submit the Zollowing i oi‘the Court of Inquiry

i on £5th Decenmber, 1940

1 Deceanber, 1540,

Liwe exclosion
ad become

sweep of

. one wnoored ot 1ts correct dspih or one
sun'c and woe sufficiently buovant to
the bottom.
o & e ol ih ine under the stern o.ene’ the
ter thcrL; to the sea. The watertizht
trunsverse coronrtment was fractured close
into the next compariment. ther
caused the vessel, while under tow
v the stern, he o

oo ccnucte with the
sgel commenced to ship water
sponson coors then rapidiy flo ded and sank oy
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The couse sinion of the Court
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(e} Tre instructicns leid dowm in C,U,0957, Hanual of
Udnesweening 1340, s 140 and 147 were not adhered to.

(b) The sid

: out woy on whilst
heaving in the swsop

the otter.

The sweep wire should nhzve been cut Lmediately it ha
established that an obstruction vas present in the otter.,

The Commanding COfficer and
possible to keep the shio

The work perforued Ly H.L
in the darknese was nignly

No recommendations can be made that could usefully be adapted to
ghips of this type for the conditions that caused the vessel to
founder, wnless consideration is given to re-arrange and
amplify the watertight sub-division,

4 copy of the repvort from the Commanding Officer of "MERCURY"

on the loss of Confidential Books received subsecuent to the
Court of Inguiry is attached, together with a list of those
Confidentizl Books lost.

(Continued)



H, 1. Neval Base,
MILIFO:D Lavol,
28th December, 1940.
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Je have the honour NEIRVVAN
to be, Sir, T

Cormander R.I. (Retd)
President.

ictg, Ty. Lieut. Comnsnder, R.N.R.

201,58, SCAJTFELL

hipt. Lieutenant, R.N. (Retd)

To

The Ilag Officer in Charge,
H,4. Naval Base,

HILPORD HAVEN,




