
 



In this list you can see a major group of British warships sharing in the prize money for destroying German warships at the 

Battle of Heligoland Bight. There are single warship actions with the crew keeping all the money.  Mersey and Seven 

[monitors] each receiving prize bounty/salvage money, bounty for badly damaging Konigsberg with gunfire, after which 

the Germans scuttled her, and then claiming the salvage for retaining the salvaging of SMS Konigsburg. 

 

Then an example of a blank week [or blank month] 

 

 



Then have a look at this period 

 

Lots of warships quite literally lining their pockets! Not least the submarine E8 taking out SMS Prinz Adalbert an armoured 

cruiser -  what a pay day for such a small submarine with few men? 

 



 



Look at Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse a battleship. What a payday for the Highflyer a mere second class cruiser. 

 

In today's money, £22,685.00 in 1916 is now worth £2,083,522, so a massive amount of money despite the fact that each 

German sailor is only worth £5 in 1916 [that's £459.23 in today's money]. This was spread around the fleet engaged at 

Jutland, and every man in the Grand Fleet [in relevant ship's] would have done well out of it. I don't have the exact figures 

but there would have been much rejoicing. If a man got £20 only in 1916, by todays standard he got £1836.92, relatively, a 

handsome amount. 

 


