THE DISTURBANCE AT |
PORTSMOUTH NAVAL BARRACKS. |
H r 1
A BTOKER CONVICTED AND SENTENCED.
Tho Coart-martisl upon Edward Allen Moody, stoker,

first class, for complicity in the disturhance at Portsmouth

Naval Barracks, was continued on board the Victory
ot Portsmonth yesterday. The Court was composed
as follows :—Rrar-Apymigan A, L. Wisstog, C.M.G.
(president), Carram A, G. TaTs {(Portsmouth Dock-
yard), CoMMoDORE F. T. Hamizroy, AD.C. (H.M.S.
Excollent), CarTam M. T, SmyTa (ILM.S. Research),
CirTatx R. G, Frasen (H.MM.S. Majestic), CATTAIN
H., L. Torresmam (H.M.S. Meors), Carcams B.C. T.
TrousrinGE, CALG. (ILM.S. Glory), Carrary H. H.
ToruEssk (H.M.S, Aboukir), CapTars W. B. FAWCKSER
(H.M.3.Cressy), with PAYMASTER-TN-CHIEF (retired)C. E.
Grrrorp, C.B., as Depaty Judze Advocate. FLEET PAY- |
MASTER W. LE GEyT PULLEN assisted the Deputy Judge |
Advocaia,

Af the opening of the proceadinge, tho prisoner
objected to Licutennnt B. St. G. Collard's evidenco given
on Saturday, on the ground that he had suppressed
certain things,

The COURT orderad the ohjection to be recorded,

FurnrnzEr EVIDESCE.

Guoner F. E. C. Iurmst, asked if he had any personal
Imowledge of the order * On the knee ' being given in
any ship or establishment besides the Royal Naval
Barmcks, Portsmouth, replied that he had at Whale
Island, in battalion drill. IIe could not refer to any
written authority for ths order, as for example, the
drill-hook.

Tho prisoner.~—~Wore vou near Licutenant Collard in
November, 1805, when ha gave a stoker orders to go on
the Imes 2—So far as 1 can remembor, abont tan vards to
12 yards away. I know tho order was given, but the
deteils I connot remember, because the stokers as I
mustercd them donblod away and fell in on the left, and
this mon cama well in tho contro, nnd 1 carried on with
the next man, so I did not pay attention to what Lieu-
tenant Collard was sayine. - .

Have you any knowledze of Licutensnt Collard
being  called upon  for an explanntion by a
friend “or friends of a stoker P~~None whalever.

In answer to the proseeator, the witness said arrange-
ments were made in rifle exercises, flring, and skirmishing
for men to go on the knee, and they were put on the Imea
at Whaloe Island for the purpose of officors’ addrossing the
men. Inreply o the Court, the witnoss said the order
was a cutstom on Whalae Island so far 2s ha eould go back,
ana e ficst joined in 1901 or 1902,

Lieutenant 1. L. I, Leckyor said hio had given the
order ““ On the knee’ 1o a body of men on more than
GO0y OEnET O




If this order *“ On the knes '’ wasn woll-known one,
i did it not sirike you as peculiar that on Sunday when the
stokers wera. “fallen in’' in the gymnasium a largo
munber of men oo your left did not seem to understand
what was meant by the order —XNo, I do not think it
would bo peculiar, becanso tho stokers wonld not be
nceustomed to it, not having any dealings with the
ofiicers concerned.

Did not the men on your right seem to bo in the same
| difficulty as tho stokers on the left, or did it not seem
 that they followed the nction of the stokers on yvour
1aft >—TI think tho stokers on the right were incited not
1o cboy the order by thoso in the rear, and it is Iikely
that thoso on my loft did not hear the men trying to
incito the others, :

The witness said he did not hear Lientenant Collard
use any epithet when ha gave tha order ** On tho knea
on Sunday, November 4. 1o gave the order in the nsual
tono omployed in giving any order. It wos nob given in
o insuliine mopnar,

Tho COURT.—VWhan the order ** On the knoo ' was
given to the stokers on November 4 they had been for
a4 considerable time proviously on the parade ground
and in the grmaasinm, it has been stated, in a stata of in-
subordination ; can you give the Court any reason why
they shonld bo in this state of indiscipline prior to the
order ** On the kneo ** being given ?—l;'\"n, I have no idea
why thex shonld ba ; they wore ont of control.

- Commodore the Hon W, G. Stopford said he could not sar
positively that on the Sunday nisht whils he was address-
ing the men from thoe platform on the parada pround the
prisoner fell out of the ranks with two petiy officers
to siata the gricvances of the stokers. Hoe wwas under the
impression that ho did see him. So far as he eonld
remember he did not czll the stoker peity officors to
como forward and state their grievances. o did not
remember tho word ¢ apolozization ™ being used at all.
e Leard the word * apology " used. Iic liad not ziven
the officers in the Royal Naval Derracks any verbal or
writien order 05 to the use of the order * On the knee™
Ho was not aware that the order was often given by
naval oficers in the Larracks to bodies of men. who. were
fidgeiting. Ho could not say whether ths stokers in the
barracks had ever volunterily pone on the kaeo. Thay
had not to his knowledge. The Loviathen wasa ship he
could romember distinetly in which the men had
voluntarily gona on the kneo. ' :

The prisoner—Why was T srrested > —You were
arrestod with meny others for disohedience to orders in
not going to your room when ordoced, for riotons con-
duet, or for being out of vour kammoek at an improper
tinte, or for making a noise in your block. All tha men
who were arrested that right, or nearly all, were for one
or more of those offonces.

In answer to the COTRT, tha witness suid the pacticular
instance to which he had referrad of men going
voluntarily on the knee was when it was cnstomary for
officors and others to give lectures in the evening to the
men on various subjects about the situation in the Far
East during the Rosso-Japanese war and other matters.
Maps wore pinned on the black-Beard to illustmto the
subjects, and the sudienes wonld crowd around os close as
possible, when the front ranks would often kocal down in
order to allow thosa behind to seo without any order
being given. When it wns reporied to him on Novem-
ber 4 that the men had made a noise in dismissing from
evening quarters he thought it wos probably dus o some
youngsters shouting as thoy doubled in out. of the min;
ha still thought that was the ease.

Licutenant X, B. Birkett said that on the Sundey
night the prisoner appeared to be talking to s crowd, but
not shouting, It was guite possible that he was trying to
get the other stokers to obey orders.




PRISONER'S WRITTEN STATEMENT.

The prisoner then handed in a written defenes, which
was read by the Deputy Judge Advocate. He first of ol
thanked the Court for the facilitics given him to prepare
his defence. He would not have claimed the indulgenca
ol tha Court if he had had longer apnportunity for con-
sulting his *“ friend,”” but he had no opportunity of doing
sountil 4 45 p.m. the day before the Court assembled.
' In npening his defence he wished to say that the rioting
ot the Naval Barracks on Sunday, November 4, was not
premeditated so far os ho knew. He know that thero was,
nnd had been for somo time, a strone fealing among
stolers and seamen against the order © On the Enee,” as
thero appeared to be no order in ths drill-hook or any
writien authority posted up by the commodore for its
being wsed. Although Licutenant Collard had beon obaved
when giving the order * On the knee,” thero had been
considerzble discussion among the men aftorvards as to
the legality of stch an order. No complaint had been
mada on the matter owing 1o the feer that the man
making the complaint would be marked. It had been
stated among the stokers that on November 24, 1903,
after the mustering of the stokers’ fire party, the order
“On tho knee” was given by Licutenant Collard to
Stoker Acton in a humiliating monner. Those vwho
witnessed it stated that the words used wern * On tho
knee, vou dog.’’ Scbesquently Lisutensnt Collard, in
tha presence of the officer of the watch, apologized to
Acton for ths words he had used. e said o him, “ I
am very sorry for what I gaid te yon and for what I madoe
you do, and I wish yon to tell vour messmates so.’?
Surely, argned the prisoner, if on officer could Josn his
temper on such an cceasion and apologizs for it afier-
wards, he was just as likely to have dons so on Sunday
 afternoon, November 4. Complaint had been mada to tha
 commodore 2bout this matter, but nothing had heen done.
 On the Sunday night in question thoe prisoner turned into
 his hammock in *¢ L ** block as ten minutes past 9, and he
- did not turn ouf until the mobilizing bugle sounded after
10 o’clock. Therofore, he could not 083ibly have been
it thoe canteen, nor was there any evidenda to prove that,
ke was there or that what occurred was premeditated. Ho
contended that hie had no Imowledge that the stokoers
intended to mutiny, and this was proved by tho evidenea
which showed that the riots were s ntaneousiy due to
some one in the eanteen shouting “ Cn the knce’ After
the bugle had sounded, the prisener turned ont and pro-




ubtaii 10 tho pafade ground, wiere he reported himself
to o sioker petty officer and a chiof potty officer, as ha
bad no wish to be mixed up in the riots. He thorefore
walked over to whero the stokers wers usually mustered
and, after the commodore’s sddress, he was marched
‘back to’ the stokers’ block witha pariy of 20 men. It
- was impossible to get into the rooms, kowever, owing to
the large number of men who wera making a disturbance
and shouting. He desired to turn in and get soma rest,
as he was only recovernz from ©n  operation for
i appendicitis and was still on the light duty lst. e
thercfore tried fo persuado the stokers to return to their
rooms. Ab this stage he was violently strock in
the month and had 2 tooth hbroken off. Thiz ha
considered unusual treatment for a s posed ring-
eader from his sympathizers. He asked the stokors
what their griovances were, and they hustled around
him and started shoutimg. It wns then that Lioutenant.
Birkett came up, and 'he asked what the stokers’
gricvances were, and the prisoner replied that to the bost
of his belief they wanted tho men arrestod released.
Lieutenant Birkett got threo or four men to fall in, and
went to see the men released. Having explained what he
thought the gricvances were, he conclnded that he was to
be ono of the men to fall in, and having pot the stokers
to their rooms lie proceeded to the middls of the perada
ground. Here he was told that the commodors had
ordered that ne men wers to boe relensed until all the
stokers had tured in, including the three: or four whe
had been called out. " He accordingly procecded to his
bloek with the intention of turning in, as he was not
capable of standing any excitement. In talling to tho
stokers ho repeated somo of the guestions put to him by
the men,and that might havo caused Lieatenant Birkett to
think that he wes addressing the ‘mea. The prisoner
emphatically denicd Imving\ used any threats either to
Commodore Stopford, te Mr. Cox, the gunaoer, or any
cne else. On Mondry evening he loft the canteen just
after 9 o'clock, and went to  1.°* bloek and turned in, AL
7 33 ho heard & Jot of noise on the perade greund, snd
turned out, but on looking through tho window it was too
dark to see far or to find out what was taking place. He
heard glass being broken. Just after a patrol entered tho
room, and crdered the men to turn out of their hammocks
and muster.on the parade ground. That order.he at once



obeyed.” On arriving on the parads ground ther wore
'ordered to Ioll in where the stokers were ugsually
i mustered. There was a great deal of noise and a consider-
| shlo timo elapsed beforo any formation cenld be obtained.
Wien partial order had. been obtained .the commodore
asked the slokeors what their gricvances were. As he had
answorcd Lieutenant Birkett he conclnded that he conld
say whnt they were, and, belioving. that he had given
satisfaction in doing so, he accordingly etepped forward,
but he again emphatically denied using improper language
either to AMr. Cox or to the commadore.  Wlhen ho askad
to be taken befors the commoedore Mr, Cox did not tzke
him, but, just after, two stoker petly officors fell oub
zlongside him, and they told the commodore what the
stokers' grievances were. Tho prisoner did not volunteer
any stalemont to the commodore. After the stokers had
y been dismissed ho went back to #f L block, ard, {forcing
his way through a large number of stokers who were im-
pading his way, tried to get io hisroom. IHis nction did
not find faveur' with the men, and they tried to lay
violent hands on him, nnd this, no doubf, created tho
impression that ho was addressing them, In concluding,
the f.risc:ner draw attention to some discrepancies in the
ovidenés of one or two of the chiof stoker witnosses,

The PrrsipEsT.—Do you wish to give evidence on
your own behalf 2
_ The prisoner replied that, as all he wished to say was
in his written statement, ho did not wish to give
evidenco,

LEVIDENCE FOR THE DEFENCE.

Willinm R. Blackler, stoker of his Majesty’s ship
Dhuncan, said thot on November 24, 10305, e wis ot the
Roxal Naval Barracks, Portsmouth. He recollected
Lientenant Collard giving the order “ On the knee 7, Lo
a stoker named Acton. Tho stoker answered @ Iere ™
instead of “ Here, Sir’' to hisname, and Lieutcsant
Collard said, * Go down on your knee, you dog.”? -

By ihe Courr.—Action was afierwards taken in the
matter. The witness strongivadvised Acton that such
an imsult was a case for the Civil Court, so ho made
arrangaments to go ashoro and see a solicitor, but hefore
he zot oo shors Acton was scnb for, and ho raturned and
told the wiiness that Licutenmnt Collord hpd geen him
in front of tho officer of the watch and told him he was
very sorry for what he had said as 1t was avery wrong
order that he gave him ; he wished him to tell his mess-
mates what ho hind zaid. Tho wilness afterwends sow
Mr, Webb, & solicitor, but no communication was mado
ta thesonior olBeer i tlhin barrenls.




i The Proszcvror.—Will you state why, if yeu con-
 sidered this man lind & grievance, yon did pot advise
| bim to make a complaint according Lo the repulations ?
. The DrrrTY-JUDGE ADVOCATE warned the witness
that he nead not answer 8 question if ho thought it
wonld incriminate himself, and the witness declined 1o
- reply to the question.
Tha Covrr.—Why did you think it was a civil
' matter 2—It was an insult, and I thought unless he got
satisfaction ib wasa cose for eomponsation. Do you
imagine that redress of any matter is not usnelly given
inthe Rorsl Navy ?—1I think that it is vory difficult for
& man in my position to bring such & matter farward.
ilas any request to see a superior officer ever been
refused to you ?—0Only in ope case bave I ever made such
areguest. On what do you basa your answer toiny
question then ?—On generml knowledye - of what hes
happened sinea I have been in the Novy, What action
did you anticipate from your visit to the solicitor 2—That
Acton or his peopla would bring a civil aetion against
Lioutenant Collard.

Bartholomew Mahony, stoker, first class, said lie sow
the prisoner in his hammock on the Sunday night abont
9 15, and he could not have taken part in doing damage
in the canteen that night.

In answer to the Cornt, the witness stated that he had
not had a grievance at all. He had been quits hoppy
and comfortabls in the barracks.

Other witnesses gave similar evidencas,

The prisoner having stated that he had not had proper
opportunities for cross-examining Iieutenant Collazd,
that officer was recalled, but he declined to answer o
series of questions relating to the alleged use of the
expression ** Yeon dog "' by him in addressing & stoler in
Noverber, 1805, The prisoner, who had entercd for
12 yoars, wus stzted to have an ** indifferent '* characior
for the year 1205 ; on September 6 he forfeited eight
diys, and kad 28 days’ imprisonment for desertion : on
November 15, 11 days’ cells; and on Decerber 30, 14 days'
cells. From March to November this vear ho had a
* very good conduct, very good ability ** charscter,

: FIspInG AXD SENTEXCE.

Tho CoTRT Acguilted the prisonor on the first znd third
charges—ramely, those of endeavouring to make
4 mutinons sssembly--and found him Guilty on the
seccond and fourth charges—nsmely, those of inciting
stokers to join in a mutinous assembly. He was sentenced
to five years' penal servitude. y



