CHURCH NOTES.

Since the introduction of Voluniary
Chareh, attendance at Divine Service has been
poor ; and since the advent of the cold weather
—which has driven us from the Theatre into
the Gunroom-—attendance has been bad.

The Commander-in-Chief put his finger
on the Cawuse of This in his speech to the Post-
War Brotherhood in January. He said :
“1 have made enquiries about the Actual
Knowledge of the young men who are joining
the Navy as conscripts at present, voung
men of 18-19. The results | am going to
quote cover a large number of voung men
and should give a representative icdea.

The Lord’s Praver. 239 only couald
epeat this word perfect.  28% got it
partly correct and 497, knew no more than
the opening words,

Then although 729 knew who Jesus
Chirist was, onl\/ 5399 knew where He was
borm. ... the munber whe knew what
Christmas v celebrated was only 839
620, kinew what Gooed Iriday (“ommcm—
orated, but only 459 knew about Faster
and as to Whitsun the percentage fell to
2.5%5. The latter is surprising particularly
because it 1s estimated that 159, have been
confirmed.”

Thus the root trouble todav is rwo-fold
—as xllu\tmtcd ul)ovc sheer ignorance of the

basie {acts of the Christian helluum and no
less porent, lack of Faith in those who do
know the facts. By that Iimean that though
many may know who Jesus was and may be
able to recite the Crecd—they do not really
believe @ word of 1.

Assuming that the above facts are true,
no blame \\luLi(,\“l attaches (o those who o
not go to Chureh, since cebviouslv ne one
would want 1o go to worship a * god 77 whom
either he knows nothing of, or he has long
ceased to believe 1n. .Some might want to
go to hear a good sermon, but more and bet-
ter sermony are te be heard over the radio
than in the Gun Room or the average Clhurch,

To be a Christian, a man st believe.
Il he believes he will act accordingly—cf.
the Commiunist, the IFascist and the man
who Dbelieves his house 1s on fire. Jesus said ;
“If you Love me you will keep my comimand-
ments.”  And His first Commandment is
“ Thou shalt Love the Lord thy God ™~ and as
in the Gospel for the Iirst Sundav in Lent
“ Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God.”
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