Any further communication
should be addressed to -

The Secretary of the Admiralty, ADMIRALTY, S.W.1.
London, S.W.1.

\S June, 1949
quoting "v,1/682/49"

Commander-~in-Chief', Portsmouth -
(Ref. No. 4679/8/5278/1 /10 dated 7/1 2/4\8)

.l e

Commander—ln-Chlef Plymouth - i
(Ref, No. 3379/P.321 /22 dated 8/ 2/ \8 Letter
Commander-in-Chicel, The More . \ ETRU i;fgi‘ to
(Ref,No, 565/622/1 /48 dated 25/2/49) )

_ each
Commander-in-Chief, Home Fleet, . wi¢tv o .

A\

Flag Officer iir (Home), - SPTR
(Ref. No, 86/245/3 dated 11/1/49)

Flag Officer Commanding Scotland and Northern Ireland) - ., r -t
(Ref, No. L304/162/2 dated 22/11/48)

Uniform Regulations (Ratings) Dress No.8

I am to acquaint you that various proposals concerning the wearing of
No.8 dress by ratings have been considered by the Admiralty Uniform and Clothing
Committee and a copy of the recommendations made by the Committee together with
a draft A.P,0, is forwarded herewith,

2, I am to request that you will furnish your commnents on the proposed
AF.0,
3 In view of tho present finantiel stringency it is necessary to defer

implenentation of the proposal in paregreph 6(i) and (ii) of the Admirelty
Uniform and Clothing Comnitiee recoriendetions concerning wearing of branch
badges, but I an to request that you will indicate your views on the alternative
proposals .concerning the position in which such badges should be worn by C.P.O's
on iction Worldng Dress Shirts,

b, It has also been suzgested that the name "Lction Working Dress" is rather
cumbersome and that the dress might in future be known as "hction Dress" although
the latter is not so fully descriptive of its use, I am to request that you will
also furnish your views on this proposal.

BY COMMAND OF THEIR LORDSHIPS,
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,/ﬂdmiral', Chatham. OFFICE OF THE COMMANDER-IN-C?!E&/-,; 1
ADMIRALTY HOUS

 AELEPHONE:—
" Chutham No, 3221. CHATHAW} |
27th hvgust, 1949 i
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(Tﬂsi(ms 210 and 619).

No. 2531/622/2/49

THE SECRETARY OF THE ALMIRALIY.

{Ccpies boi~ Commander-in~Lhief, Portsmcuth-
vomander~in-Chief, vilymouth-
Commendsr—in~Chief, Home Fleet. : ‘ SR
Pleg Officer Commending, Scotlend end Worthert Irelond.
Flag Officer Air (Home).) '

I

UNIFOR: RFEGULATIONS (RPINGS; Duids NG. 8,

The draft 4.F.0. forwardes with Ldmiralty Letbeyr V.l 662/
of i%%h June, 1949 is conecurred in, but it iz considered that '
ragreph 2 {2} should bs amended to ensur: wnifowmity in the
zaring of shirt collars either insidc or outside the Jackst
sollare It is suggested that shirt coliars should be wonr turmod

dowr: cubtside the Jacket collar-

2. It is considered that U.Fo.0s%s Brench Badgas should be
worn over the left hand breast pockste
LD There appears to be lithle advartags v bs gained by a
change of %itle. "Acotion Vorking Lress' eccuratsly Jescribas itg
: 4 B 27
res the

functions,. end the evewryiay uwge of the tem "Wo. B's” obvie
necassity of the common use of this rather cuwrbersoms titlec

ey 2
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11%h Jenuery, 1949,

UNIFORM REGULATIONS '(RATINGS) - DRES_S NO. 8.

No. 86/245/5. . “ Eoirn. %
- - s} o - “;;5‘ |
| ’ , R i
{Copy o1~ The Commande.rs—:m-Chlef, Portsuouth, The Nore,
"~ Flymouth. ' .
- Thé& Flag Officer Commanding Scotland and |
Northern Ireland.) . Vi

.,;A[L sy /\ / (.»m.,
Be pleased to inform Theu Lordships that the

proposals contained in the Flag Officer Commanding Scotland 1
and Northern Ireland's No. 4304/162/2 of 22nd November, 1948
are concurred in, but it is considered thal the regulations g

should state that a weist belt is to be worn with No, 8 dress. -

2. The following furthér amendment is therefore
proposed - .

~ After "blue substan’nve badges" add “blue
service patiern wa:.st belt™.



R «
, .
T—-v

Lee-on~-30lent, Hants,

18th August, 1949.

UNLFORM REGULATIONS (RATINGS) ~ DRESS No. 8.

No, 3327/245P/3.

The Secretary of the Admirelty.

(Copy to:- The Compander-in-Chief, Portsmouth,
The Couwmander-in-Chief, Plymouth.
The Commandey~in-Chief, The Nore,
The Commander-in-Chief, Home Fleet,
The Flag Officer Commanding
Scotland and Northern Ireland,)

The draft Admiralty FPleet Order forwarded
with Admirelty Leiter V.4/682/L9 of 15%h June, 1949,
iz agresd,

14

-~
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[+ R

iz considered that Chief Petty Officers!
branch badges should be worn on the shoulders,

e The title "Action Dress" is considered
e, 1% iz zuggested that the heading of the
alty Fleet Order should read "ACTION DRESS (No. 8.

o
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VICE ADMIRAL

L Office of Flag Officer Air (Home),



Dbl

i . ~ The Gommander-mschlef Plymouth o

; <, Admviral, Devo'n.port MOllllt \'lse,

_ " idlephones - PQ(;, VL ";‘o /«,/ p o Devonport.
3 Plhymouth 61101, 61201 ;
Devonport 870 871 691

V. RECEIVED]
13DEC1948

" No, 3379/P.521/22. S
SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY, ' e )
{Copies to:~ R T
Commandsr-in~Chief , Portamouth (
Commander-in-Chief; Nore,

Plag Officer Commandmg

Scotland and Northern Ireland
Flag Offlcer 4air (Home),) -

‘UNIFORM REGULATIONS (RATINGS) -~ DRESS NO. 8.

Be plaased to inform Thelr Lordships that the
proposals contained in Flag Officer Commanding Scotland
" and Northern Ireland®s No, L304A62/2 dated 22nd '
November, 1948, ave concurred ifi. It is Forther™ d/L >é7fr

. proposed thsat jerseyq when worn; should be under tne
shirt,

- :



CAGH]])

Tolegrams o The Commander-in-Chief, Plymouth, /
. Adamiral, Devonport. Mount Wise,
Tolephones N Devonport. ; WM,

a4
Plymouth 61101, 61201 Vi

Devonport 870, 871, 691

19th July, 1949, Vi 4
No.|YeTp. 321 /1, o B
SEOHET OF THE ADMIRALTY, | s \
(Coples toi=~ Lk
Comnander~in-Ghief, Portsmouth. G g
Comnander«in-Chief, The Nore. . m1: L
Comnander-in-Chief’, Home Flest, : Qkhiigiiﬁﬁfr

Plag Officer Commending Sootland
and Norfhern Ireland.
Flag Officer Air (Home), )

UNIFORY BRGULATIONS (RATINGS ) DRESS
NOF 80

Be pleasged Vo inform Their Lordships that
the draft Admiralty Fleet Order, enclosed with
hdmiralty Letter V1/682/49 dated {5th June, 1949,
is gonereally concurred in,

2, With reference %o paragreph 2 {o) {iii)
of the draft Admiralty Fleebt Urder I deprecate the
wearing of No. 8°%s on any ccoasion of entering or
isaving harbour, with the exception tbat it wighst
be worn on ocoasione when ships! companies are not
fallen in, It is also suggestaed that the words
"In such cases " should be omitted from the second
sentenoz of paragraph 2 {e}. This would meke it
clesr thet the non~wearing of fties in Class I and
i1l wiform is not dependent on cool or cold
condisions.

3 It 1s considered thai the shouldsr
posibtion would be more suiteble for the wiaring of
branch badges by Chief Petty 0fficers.

L. ¥With reference to paragraph 4 of the

Admirelby Letter quotsd above 1§ iz suggested that
a more descriptive ebbreviated title would be

"Working Dresa%,




19493 O"M@ OF I‘LPC OFFICER ocﬁmmc
_ SCOTTAND AND No:mm TRELAND,

ROSYTH, th
2ord November, 1548,

SECRETARY OF THE ATMIRALTY, -

,;—»-,—

Copy to:~ Comnander-in-<Chiel, Nore, e
Commarder~in-Chief, Portsmouth.
- Comrender—i P-Ch:.ef, Plymouth. 25 HOV | 9*8)}
Flag Officer Air (Home)). \mstg{

UNTPCRM RECTIATIONS (RATINGS) - DRESS NO. 8.

With reference to the Appendix to the Ravy List dateq
June, 1948 ~ Waval Uniforms (Retings), Section II - page 118, de
1eased to inforin Their Lordships that the question of wearing of
bla.c; ties and mrge A ckots with No. 8 Dress by ratings not dressed
as seamen recuires erlfmcatlona _ -

o 2, It is nroposed that a tie should not be worn with ubls S
dress ard that the wearing of a serge Jjacket should be optioral. The'
~ following ewendment Yo the regulations quoted is' therefore proposed:= .-

‘Dress Mo, | ~ Classes I and ITT Class IL.
8 Light Blue Shirt without tie, dark Lzbnt Blue Sh:rt
~ blue Trousers, blue substantive ‘ard Dark Blue ,'
badges, serge jacket may be worm. Trousers, blue =~ i

Ko wedal ribbons.on the shirt., Blue ‘substantive Dadgeﬂ
or wh:r.te Cap vide Section IV paragra.ph No medal '~:x.bbon3"*«__‘_;,
25 Blue. or White Cap;
o : : vide Seoction IV
paragra;gm 29 o




OFFICE OF FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING -
SCOTLAND AND NORTHERN IRELAND,

ROSYTH, FIFE, N
13th July, 1949,

NOa1652/162/2

SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY.

(Copies tu:;~ Commander-in-Chief, Portsmouth.
Commander~in~Chief, Plymouth, ;
Commender-in-Chief, The Nore. A TRV
Commander~in~Chief, Home Fleet, N
Flag Officer Air (Home) )

UNIFORM REGULATIONS (RATINGS) DRESS NO. 8

With reference to Admiralty Letter V.1/682/49
of 15th June, 1949 be pleased to lay before Their Lordships
the following comments on the proposed draft Admiralty Fleet
Orders~

(a) This dress to be known as No, 8 with the description
tAction Working Dress” and occasion of use defined
in the Uniform Regulations,

(b) Brench badges to be worn on the left side cf the chest,
by those who normally wear them, This would mean
that Chief Petty Officers are distinguished for rank
by their Cap badge only. a

(¢) The wearing of Jackets and Jerseys to be at the

genior Officer's descretion., Paragraph 2 (c) ' -
of this Admiralty Fleet Order tc be amended accordingly.

//’,\ ["’/x/\,‘/“

VICE -ADMIRAL



Commender-in-Chief, '
Howe Fleet, «
at Weymouth.

8th July, 1949.
%0.92 9 /ur.165/141.
SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY.

WEARING OF NO.8 DRESS.

With reference to A.L. V.1/682/49 of 15th June, 1949 about Action
Working Dress, be pleased to inform Their Lordships that the provisions of
the draft A.F.0. forwarded therewith are concurred in.

2. It is recommended thet blue branch badges should be worn on the
shirt in this dress and in White Tropical Dress, those of Chief Petty Officers
being worn above the left pocket.

3. The proposal to rename this dress "Action Dress"™ is not concurred in;
the new name is not so descriptive as the present name, for which an adequate
short title - No.8's - already exists..

4. The following amendments to the draft A.F.0. are proposed:-

Para.2 (¢)(iii) - To read "It may be worn when entering or leaving
herbour, in accordance with Station or Fleet Orders."

Para.2 (e) - In the seventh line, for "over" reed "under". The last
sentence to be deleted.

5. The amendment to paragraph 2 (e) of the draft A.F.0. is proposed
in view of the recommendations in paragraph 4 (c) of the Committee's report,
and the undesirability of requiring Petty Officers and Leading rates to sew
badges on to jerseys. Furthermore a rig consisting visibly of a jersey and
overall trousers is not considered desirable.

6. I do not agree with the proposal that men in Class I and Class III
should not wear ties when wearing Jjackets over action working dress., Ties
can easily be put on and taken off with the jacket. If no tie is worn, the
question arises as to whether the shirt collar should be worn inside or
outside the coat, both of which methods look slovenly.

e
v

4

ADMIRAL.



'y WEABING OF BABGES w:m:n NO. 8 DRESS.
. a;ptain, HML S, EXCELLENT*s Nos 3.106/4 of,.‘_
‘ ' Novem'ber 191;3)

-{—— S e em wm aw ew e me we —‘ ------- --—

) _'_';Ne. h.679/S/5278/1/10.
i Gopy 'Go '-_..f'-

| £ sonee me P
The Captain, HLS. EXOEL ' _; I

. Lo Forwarded for cons:.derat:.on of The::.r Lordsh:l.‘
7",concurr1ng. G

N 2. 4 I‘b is cons:l.dered that an Admralty Fleet Order
v YLl T :~cover.ing 311 ‘aspects of No. .8 dress is ‘desirable, and &
mmeem= - copy-of the instruot:l.ons issued to the ‘Portsmouth Comm.nd
"""-is enclosed.. S : , . G




NO, 8 ACTION WORKING DRESS - DESIGN AND WEARING OF.  FTjup:

From .. THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, PORTSMOUTH. €

Date .. 23rd June 1949. No. 1900/C/5279/4/3.

To ... THE SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY, ’ foor

Be pleased to inform '.l‘he:mRB 'hlps, with reference
to Admiralty Letter V.1/682/49 of 15th June 1949, that the dreft
A.F.0, forwarded under cover of that letter is concurred in
generally, with the exception of paragraph 2(e).

2. It is considered that when jerseys are worn with No., 8
Dress, the jersey should be worn under the shirt and Portsmouth
Command Standing Orders at present provide for this. The
objections listed by the Admiralty Uniform and Clothing Committee
would be outweighed by the greater uniformity of appearance,

protection to the jersey, and the avoidance of the need for badges
on Jerseys.

3. When serge jackets are worn with this dress by men in
No. 1 and No, 3 Uniform, the shirt collar should be worn outside
the coat collar,

be It is considered preferable for Chief Petty Officers
to wear branch badges on the shoulders, and for Petty Officers
* to wear them on the sleeve, two inches from the top.

5 The suggestion that No. 8 Dress be known as "Action
Dress" is concurred in.

Admiral of the Fleet.



Enclosure to Portsmouth No. 4679/S/5278/1/10 of 7th December 191»83‘“’*

EXTRACT FROM F.C,S.0, 301. RN

NO, 8 WORKING IRESS

Dress are promulgated for gu:.dance -

(a)

(b)
(e)

(a)

(£)
(8)

(B)

(1)

(3).

(k)

The following regulations for the wearing of No. 8 Working

No. 8 Working Dress is an alternative to No, 3 dress and
a substitute for No., 5 dress, It is to be kept clean and
smart, . o

It is never to be worn by 'duty men' or for night clothi'ng./f::‘{' "

It is not to be worn outside an establishment, ship or—¢he
precincts of a Dockyard, except by working part:.es moved :
as a body of men on foot or in motor transport. S

It may be worn when entering or leaving Harbour, except when .
ships are visiting foreign countries, paying organised visits
to ports in the British Isles, or on semi-ceremonial. oocas:.ona
such as lea.v:.ng for a commission abroad.

In cold weather Chief and Petty Officers may wear serge Jacketsi
in conjunction with this dress, in which case a tie is.also to

be worn.,
Junior ratings are to wear jerseys underneath the shlrt LR
the sleeves of which are to be buttoned at the wrist, -In hoigs
weather the sleeves of the shirt may be rolled up above the - .
elbow, :

Blue substantive badges are to be worn on the left arm of
shirt by Petty Officers and Leading rates,

White or blue caps are to be worn accord:.ng to the seasonal .
change in home waters,

It is to be the normel dress for training classes, but if
Commending Officers may exercise discretion where the nature
of the instruction mekes No., 8's unsuitable,

No‘bw:.thstand:x.ng the dress directed by the Commander-in-Chief,
it is at Commending Officers' discretion to order No, 3 dz‘ess"1,
on days when divisions are held so that Divisional Of‘fn.cers {
may see their men in the dress, : S

Under suitable circumstances it may be authom.sed by.
Comrending Officers for landing partles.

The introduction of this Dress has made the wearing of overa,
suits unnecessary, except for really dirty work, e.g., woalic
painting, turret sweepers and for work in bo:x.ler rooms and .
machinery spaces, OVERALL SUITS ARE THEREFORE ESGRLELTED .
EXCEPT FOR SUCH PURPOSES.



7 het it is suggeasted the ..olloa:in_g' ax

SUBJECT: NO. 8 DRESS,

TR THE CQH:ODORE, ROYAL [AVAL 3ARRACKS, CHATHAM.

DATE:  17th Februaty, 1949 W, .23~ 2.

TO: THIE COMMANDER TN CHIRR, THE NRE.

With reference Lo lore MNo.622/14.9 of
o February, 1942, the arendn‘en to the Uniforn Regulatiens
(L\‘\ULQFQ) concerning o, B dress, provosed in the Fiag
ffioer Cmanding Scotland and Horthern Treland's letter No.
1‘302@/162/9 of 22nd Nogember, 1918, is conecurred in generally,
e desivanle auplificationg?-

~ rr el

2

N Lo .
7L Clans T and IIT

LN
")
3]
jal]
fal]
o
b5t
[ED
C
]
O]
t -
E:‘)‘
=
n
<t
OJ
0]
'-_J

add "fiaigtbeit iz to Dbe worm.
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SUBJECT ... UNIFORY FOR RATINGS - RADGES ON NO. 8 DRESS.

- W e = aw em o em M En er G Gm am ww G e e me mn e e ar e Em S o mn e @ o e e T e @

FROM +vs THE CAPTAIN, H.}.S. BXCELIENT, FORTSMOUTH.
DATE »++ 12th November 1948. N0 He 106/4

TO vee THE COLMANDER IN CHIEF, PORTSMOUTH.

No. 8 Working Dress has been issued to be worm
as an alternative to No, 3 dress and as a substitute far No. 5
dress, In order to be able to distinguish ratings of different
branches, and seaman ratinzs of different specialist quallﬁcatlons, .
it is submitted that -blue badges should be worn on the rlght axm,
.as well as the substantive badges on the left arm.

2e This dress would then meet the requirement of providing
a means of distinguishing ratings in action and when under training,
and would comply with the general practice of the wearing of badges.

3s It is submitted that an A.F.0, on the wearing of badges -
on No. 8 dress is a requirement and that P.C,S.0. 301 para (f) should-
be amended,

(P.V.McLaughlin)



SUGGESTED DRAFT A,F,O.

ACTION WORXING DRESS

Reports from the Fleet indicate that certain minor
modifications are necessary in the design of Action Working Dress.

A man ber of suits of Action Working Dress-of a modified
design have been manufactured and are being issued for trial, The
modifications include an improved design of shirt with buttoned flaps
to the pockets and trousers with increased seat and leg measurements

and improved waist suspension. e

SN
2, Considerable experience of this dress has now béen obtained,

and the Bollowing instructions for its wear are promulgated;:-

() Action Working Dress is to be the standard dress in
action in all but cold climates,

(b) 4s a working dress, No,8 Dress replaces No.5 Dress,
and is an alternative to No,3 Dress,

It is not to be worn by "Dutymen" in harbour
as "night" clothing,

(¢) 1t is not to be worn outside a Ship, Establishment
or the precincts of a Dockyard except:-

(1) by working parties moving in a forme:.
‘state! or travelling in motor transport,

}.h
18

(53

) It may be worn as an anti-malarial dress
agshore at the discretion of the senior officer,

(iii) It may be worn when entering or leaving
harbour for exercises,

(8) It may be worn by landing parties,

(e) In cool or cold conditions, men in Class I and
Class III Uniform may wear serge jackets in
conjunction with this dress and men in Class II
Uniform may wear Jerseys, InN such cases, men
in Class I and III Uniform are not to wear ties.

Hen in Class II Uniform are to wear their Jerseys
over their HNo,8 dress, P.O's and leading rates
dressed as seamen should wear red substantive badges
en thelr jerseys,

(f) Blue Substartive and Branch Badges are to be worn
to enable Ratings to be easily distinguishable in
action, Chief Petty Officers are to wear such
badges on the shoulders of their shirts (centrally
over the left pocket), Good conduct and skill
badges are not to be worn with this dress.



kﬁ\ (g) Blue or white caps are to be worn with this dress,
| according to the season,

c ¢ (h)  Until a new design of trouser has been introduced,
(7 ' blue Service web belts are to be worm with this
dress,

Commanders=-in-Chief, Abroad, may dispénse
with the wearing of the belt in hot climates
. for reasons of comfort, if desired,

a/’
o3, Blue shorts for wear with Action Vorking Dress Shirts
“Ton foreign stations have been designed and wiil he introduced

shartly.'



