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call to come and when it did I had to lie and take as the Aussies put it -  take a sickie -  much 
as it turned out to the complete annoyance of my employer George Oyler.

On this day I made my way into to an address London to be subjected to the then 
rigorous medical examination. We stripped off, were prodded and poked, had every orifice 
looked into with some vigour I might add. The colour blindness test was a doddle; some 
however couldn’t comprehend the mass of different coloured balls. I never did understand the 
why I was directed to pull myself up on a horizontal bar only to be asked whether or not I 
suffered from “piles”. I then sat back and waited for the “call to arms “.

Oddly enough the day that I was about to hand in my notice George got the 
hump and said that I had to go because I wouldn’t work over time on a Sunday morning. I 
think it was a draw but I was so pleased to get away from that bloke.

There was of course one slight problem in that during the three weeks wait that I had 
to endure I had NO MONEY which was just a bit off putting to say the least. Thankfully I 
was given a part time job as a labourer working with my uncle. From day one it was me that 
ended up with the job of scrapping off flaking plaster from the outside of a Jewish owned 
townhouse somewhere in darkest London. The job lasted two weeks and by the end of it I’d 
somehow amassed a fortune - £30. They spoke of a bonus for getting the job done quickly, 
who knows the reality but I was rich beyond my wildest dreams.

So it was that I met at Paddington station several others travelling to Plymouth for the 
same reason -  to join the Royal Navy- Sailors of the Queen, to defend the empire against the 
rogues and vagabonds of the world.

We were all fresh faced and young embarking on an adventure of a lifetime. My 
father had given me his old holdall that a sail maker chum of his had produced during his 
service in the navy. On reflection I would now say that this holdall made from one single 
piece of cowhide was a superb feat of manufacture. At the time it was just a bag.

It is a peculiar thing but all of the train journeys that I made before, during and after 
my service days are all a complete blur with the exception of one, more of which later

Within hours we were to undertake our First water voyage namely the ferry from 
Plymouth to Torpoint on the other side of the mighty Tamar River. Oh yes this was the life 
for us on the rolling deep. Yet I cannot for the life of me remember anything about the 
journey, the weather or my companions. The recruiting chief had done his job well.

Returning to Rabbits, it was only in 2011 on a visit to Chatham Historical Dockyard 
that I found out where the term had originated. There is in the Chatham dockyard area a small 
island, which at one time was infested with rabbits, and sailors going on leave were allowed 
to visit the island to catch one or two to take home as an addition to his family food store. 
Hence presents in the Navy were from that time referred to as rabbits.

When we arrived at HMS Raleigh it seemed strangely quiet there was hardly any 
bustle or activity. Only later were we to find out that three quarters of the “ship’s company” 
were on annual leave so we really had a mild introduction into the senior service by 
comparison to others I suspect.
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Shorty, you hiding in the middle row come out ‘ere” I then knew that it was to be me. “March 
this rabble over to the quarterdeck and await to be inspected by the OOD (Officer of the Day) 
“I’d never marched anybody anywhere in my life so the next ten minutes were to be 
somewhat of an adventure -  I would suggest that herding cats would have been slightly less 
daunting than moving my co liberty men from one place to another.

We assembled as a “smart body of men” on the quarter deck facing the mast 
and the Ships’ figurehead and waited to be inspected by the duty officer before being let 
loose in the fleshpots of Plymouth. I suppose we’d waited for some five minutes before we 
all heard the demented, maniacal scream that emanated from the guardhouse -  “what the 
******* **** do you think you bunch of ******* idiots think you are ******* well doing 
“. Two extremely red faced people with lots of badges of office and medals and stripes and 
rings raced towards us demanding to know who had marched this rabble on to the quarter 
deck. I tried to advise that our chief (Second only to God) had instructed me to march the 
assembled finest on to the quarter deck. The scream to get off echoed around Raleigh for 
weeks I’m sure.

I would say at this juncture for those who are not initiated in the ways of the Senior 
service that the quarter deck on any ship is the holiest of holies and is the playground of the 
officers and is not to be walked upon let alone stood upon by at least 30 spotty faced youths 
all expecting to be let out for the evening. We weren’t and apparently it was all my fault. 
Having said that we tried an hour later and after an inspection which took about half an hour 
our liberty boat came in and so it was off to TORPOINT.

Now Torpoint is not the biggest place in the world and can easily become overrun by 
youths and lots of hormones. Odd though it may seem we went into pubs and bought pints of 
beer even though the majority of us had not previously drunk more than half a shandy. We 
were never questioned about our age by any of the landlords -  I was just seventeen and a 
half.

Everyone of my intake was sent to different living accommodation and I was sent to 
Frobisher Block. This building was a large ,long, black painted wooden edifice on concrete 
stilts connected to a huge passageway that joined several other blocks all named after very 
seriously special naval people. There was just one problem in that we were situated as far 
from the mess hall and any other facility in the whole of the establishment right out by the 
perimeter fence.

I hadn’t met many people, if any, from north of Cambridge until this day and so the 
shock was almost overwhelming when I realised that I was the only southerner in amongst at 
least twenty Geordies three of whom were named Peter. They immediately asked for my 
second name and from that moment on I was known as Colin. Within two weeks I’d acquired 
a fairly respectable Geordie accent, so much so that when some new recruits joined us they 
thought that I was one of the others.

The mix of people could not have been more diverse and by now had blossomed into 
a group from all parts of the country. God Help the Navy.

We were pushed, shoved, marched and doubled from morning to night and by the end 
of two months were considering ourselves to be real old salts of the sea until that is the day 
that we were bussed down to the Tamar River. Their Lordships in their wisdom had decreed
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Part of the hardening up process both physical and mental was P.E. and boxing. The 
Navy’s sadistic side showed up when one bleak day we were assembled in the vast hanger of 
a gymnasium and ordered into two lines facing each other and then, in turn had to don the 
jolly old boxing gloves and go three minutes with the bloke who stood opposite you. You 
might think that this was easy. Not so, as they made no attempt to size you equally, so a 5 
footer might be up against a 6 footer who could easily weigh 3 stone more.

I was paired off with a bloke of about the same dimensions as yours truly and we 
agreed that we’d take it easy so that no one would get hurt. That’s when the rat clobbered me 
alongside my temple and down I went, I mumbled something incoherent and started to try the 
sparring lark at which point the sod hit me in the same place again. Down I went like a sack 
of spuds. When I got up this time the red mist had descended and I took after this bloke with 
a vengeance and soon he was down on the deck with me trying to kick the very life out of 
him. The PTI had to wrap his arms round me to stop any further bloodshed. “Stand back lad 
“was the order from the PTI “let the man get up”. This I dutifully did at which point he 
clobbered me again. That was it and it was a brawl on the canvas yet again. I would point out 
that I would normally go to out of my way not to have a punch up as I never really ever saw 
the point of hurting your own knuckles. My mate who I’d trusted to take it easy turned out to 
have been quite an accomplished amateur boxer, in his time; we actually got on quite well 
after that.

One thing always noticeable -  there was a uniform for every activity and there was no 
escape from it, it was a relentless activity for twenty four hours of the day. Leaving aside 
underwear there was no time in the day when a uniform was not applicable. On getting up a 
shave and shower was the order of the day and to accompany this we used navy towels and 
navy toothpaste - razors and shaving soap were definitely civilian. After having stowed away 
in our lockers the navy issue pyjamas we immediately changed into the standard blue denim 
style working dress, numbered and classified as Number Eights but always referred to as Noz 
8’s, under which was always worn a white top or blue serge jumper depending on the time of 
year. White for spring and summer, jumper for the rest.

After having finished the working day, namely at 16.00 it was then time to change 
into evening wear, this time it was the standard navy uniform without the sailors blue collar -  
Number Threes.

If we were to go ashore then it was on with the best uniform -  Number Ones.

When working on some particularly dirty activity it was on with the boiler suit except 
that this was worn over the top of the Noz 8’s and proved to be uncomfortable especially if it 
was a bit on the warm side.

Sports were not left out we were issued with two rugby shirts, one blue and one white 
together with shorts that came down to our knees and white plimsolls.

Rain had its own attire attributed to it. If going ashore the best raincoat in the world -  
The Burberry -  was the order of the day but if it rained during the working day then the 
smelliest, most unwieldy, uncomfortable garment was worn -  The Naval Oilskin which made 
everyone look like a Dalek from Dr. Who

If working or outside for any reason then Hats were worn at all times. The one 
overriding memory is that we wore boots and army style khaki gaiters all of the time other
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before lunch the closer it got the more agitated everyone became so there was a lot of 
shouting. Thankfully this only happened to our class once during our basic training.

We learned about Damage control, fire fighting on board a ship, how to tie a knot 
suitable for the occasion, how to march, how to clean everything that didn’t move out of the 
way, how to fire a .303 rifle. The list was endless and filled our every waking moment.

The firing range was, apart from shotguns when I was at school, almost the last time 
that I was allowed to get anywhere near apparatus of death and destruction. Thus we marched 
to the Butts (firing range) full of high spirits and anticipation of showing that we were the 
new sharpshooters of the navy and that all others were to look to their laurels. The gunnery 
sections whether they are small arms ,giant onboard guns able to throw six inch shells many 
miles or any other projectile launchers are always run and maintained by the Gunnery 
Instructors -  G.Is as they are known and not to be confused at any time with the American 
armed forces. G.I.s always wore black gaiters for some reason perhaps it matched their 
moods, and walked straight backed as if they had a broom handle down the back of their 
jackets. They shouted a lot but I learned that throughout my naval career G.I.s couldn’t 
actually talk like other normal humans. They had to shout at everything or person.

The Butts consisted of a sloped area where we lay prone to fire our rifles at targets 
set# at intervals of 100 yards out to 400 yards in front of us was a small lake but at the very 
end of the range was an enormous wall which was to stop bullets hurtling out into the world. 
One of our merry bunch had absolutely no idea how to fire a rifle and managed to hit the top 
of the sixty foot wall on no less than three occasions and on the other two shattered wooden 
palings fifty feet in front of him. The gunnery boys were not happy. After three more clips 
being fired by this unfortunate with varying levels of success the head G.I. had had enough 
and proceeded to show just how easy it was to fire a .303 rifle. He hit every target every time. 
Every time that is until he started to show off just a wee bit when he sat on the ground 
crossed legged, put the rifle to his shoulder and held it one handed and fired at the target. For 
some reason known only to himself he fired too quickly -  he pulled the trigger , the rifle 
fired, the butt jumped from his grasp hitting him smack on the side of his nose. We learned 
that day that G.I.’s did have real blood in their veins and not just iced water. After the 
laughter subsided the ensuing language was an education in itself.

One of the peculiarities of basic training is that everyone around you outranks you 
several times over and those with peaked caps are at the very least gods of varying degrees of 
seniority, therefore we were obliged to call everyone SIR and over the passage of some 
weeks this became so normal that even when ashore embarrassingly we called everyone that 
we met sir. Bus conductors wore uniforms and they too were given the “sir” treatment. What 
really made me wince was the day that I first went home on leave and actually called my 
father SIR!!! Yech!!

All military establishments have a predilection for inspections by all and sundry and 
every so often by the senior officer, H.M.S Raleigh was no different and” Captains’ rounds” 
was announced. This entailed cleaning, scrubbing, polishing every possible surface before the 
inspecting officer and his entourage arrived. Thus one memorable Saturday morning we were 
put to work immediately after breakfast in cleaning our living quarters, loos had to be 
scrubbed from top to bottom and all of the coppers and brass fittings duly polished. Windows 
were cleaned and polished with newspaper. How this worked we none of us knew, but it did, 
and the glass gleamed brilliantly.
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Years later I remember seeing a Norman Wisdom film where he was in a similar 
position, and it was at this point that all heads turned towards me. I have never seen so many 
eyes glaring at this wretch who benignly smiled back at them. There were big ones, round 
ones, slitted ones, all colours were represented most seemed to be bloodshot but they all had 
one thing in common -  they were to an eyeball all staring at me..

So there I was looking in at them and they were all glaring at me when it dawned on 
me that there was something amiss. Now it is as well to remember that as I’d said earlier that 
anyone other than us was called sir and all were treated like gods, imagine what it was like 
for a young very raw recruit to be faced by a whole pack of gods. Terrifying doesn’t even 
come close to describing my feelings as I was literally frogmarched away by 4 petty officers 
and one chief petty officer towards a block that had all the hallmarks of a prison. I was 
bundled through into a large office where behind a desk sat an even larger God who went by 
the name on his desk nameplate as “The Divisional Chief Petty Officer”.

I was questioned over and over about why I’d left the armoury open and unattended 
and my explanation that a lesser god had screamed at me to go back to my mess was to no 
avail as I couldn’t name him. Well how could I? they all looked the same to us lowly mortals.

I was asked all about the I.R.A. and what did I know of them. When my answer was 
in the negative they all surrounded me and shouted and yelled all asking different questions at 
the same time. I became a gibbering wreck in moments especially when I was marched 
(carried would probably cover it) out to be thrown before the biggest God of all so far -  The 
Divisional Officer, a sub lieutenant no less. My time on this earth was I felt about to end as 
he said in a very sneaky way “Is your name really O’Brown and you’re from Ireland”?

I related yet again the story of how I’d come to be away from the armoury after the 
detailing off by the lesser god. Was that the hint of a smile that I noticed or the beginning of a 
sneer on God’s face moments before he announced that as I was so new to the service he 
didn’t feel that a court martial was likely after all. It was at this point that the knees started to 
give way but I was saved the final ignominy by being dismissed and ordered to go back to the 
armoury to stand rounds and report to the Captain. As I left I heard harsh words being 
exchanged but didn’t wait behind as I had another moment of peril and terror to undergo.
Zeus and his entourage duly arrived. I reported to the captain, after having thrown up what I 
thought was a pretty darned good salute, that the armoury was ready for inspection. I had to 
follow him around just to await any criticism or questions that would be flung my way only 
to find that he was a most charming character who went on to say that I’d done a good job 
and that this was the cleanest he’d seen the armoury in months. I felt great because this was 
praise indeed. It was only the growl from one of the chiefs that my salute was beyond 
description and that I was to report to my P.O. for further action. No problem I thought I’ve 
just been to hell and back inside all of twenty minutes so what else could ever frighten me 
again. Time would answer that question several times over.

“Stupid Cupid” sung by Connie Francis was the big number one hit of the time. As 
part of the basic training we subjected to the worst of all plagues -  Kit Muster -  this was not 
for the feint hearted as what we were to do was lay out all of our kit on our beds in a totally 
prescribed layout. So on the day of the inspection we all dived into our naval ratings 
handbook (the bible to us all) and then tried to lay out all of our kit in an identical manner to 
the diagram. All clothing had to be of the same size and folded in the same place with your 
name quite clearly visible, even down to vest and pants, socks and lanyards.
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One of our merry band had from somewhere bought a radio operators badge and had 
shown this to one of our petty officers who immediately made him sew this on his uniform. 
After about half an hour our chum returned glowing with pride at the newly fitted badge 
correctly displayed on his right sleeve. About ten of us were sent off by train and bus to HMS 
Mercury, the naval signal school, situated at Leydene House in the heart of rural Hampshire, 
no chance of misdirecting any of her Majesties warships from here. So it was that we bade 
farewell to Raleigh and were now sailors of the world or so we tried to convince the lowly 
civilians that we encountered on the way. We loaded then unloaded and then reloaded all of 
our worldly possessions onto trucks, trains and the naval coaches provided by their lordships. 
It was some hours later that we arrived at the least military looking location you could 
imagine and it was almost at the moment that we set foot on the tarmac outside the officer of 
the day’s office that a rather crestfallen young trainee radio operator was told in no uncertain 
terms that he had to earn the right to wear a badge of any sort and to remove it as of that 
moment. The R.O.3 badge was torn from his arm.

We were checked in and carried out the joining routine which meant that you visited 
every known department on the establishment and had the joining list stamped by everyone in 
charge. One person we had to report to was the Chief G.I. who was in charge of the armoury, 
parades and inspections and anything considered military. He was also in charge of handing 
out Gaiters to new trainees along with a tin of khaki polish to each and every one. No, No, No
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I must admit that it was sad to see the old place with the most magnificent stairway 
just coming under the heading of luxury apartments and with the dreaded estate agent types 
just sitting there knowing nothing of the history, the ghosts, the tears and the fun. All they 
wanted was their commission and then they would be on their way to desecrate another site 
of outstanding beauty.

It was as I was trying to prise off the sign on one of the doors that they returned to 
see what I was doing. Caught in the act it would seem (story of my life). Used the 

sympathy card yet again and they helped me find a screw driver so that the gold lettered sign 
was carefully removed from the door and placed quite securely in the inside pocket of my 
jacket. Should anyone who visits my house want to use the toilet they are ushered towards the 
door with a sign on it announcing to all “Wardroom Library”. I must admit it’s rather nice to 
say to a guest that the Loo is in the library. It has a nice ring to it. A little bit of naval history 
was saved.

An odd point is that Mercury had been built on either side of a public highway with 
no particular part of it, except the classrooms, being in any way secure from the public. Every 
terrorist, madman, murderer or nut could have walked in to any part of the place and had 
three meals per day without any form of check up. The consequence of this was that the 
trainees had to stand a walking security patrol from 22.00 through to 06.00. Every night and 
for two hours at a time ONE (yes just one) poor unfortunate in full naval uniform had to 
report to the Officer of the Watch -  well the quartermaster really and pick out of a box a card 
which gave a precise route to patrol and check doors, gates, windows and any other entry 
points. Having finished that route it was back to the OOW office to pick at random another 
route to patrol and so on. Sometimes after the shuffle of cards had taken place you could end 
up going out on the same route as the one you had just finished. They thought that this was 
sneaky enough to foil any would be intruder!

One thing that always baffled me was that we all wore hob nailed boots which made it 
absolutely impossible to walk anywhere stealthily and during the wee small hours of the 
morning the noise was deafening. Any crook/spy worth his salt would have long since moved 
away from the patrol area as we approached and moved back in as soon as we had passed by. 
Nevertheless to protect the signal school we were armed with a torch - war department 
pattern, khaki, bent in the middle -  and when I was on patrol always seemed to have 
knackered batteries, and the best of all a half pick axe handle for protection. No formal 
training in the art of self defence was ever given during my stay at Mercury, nor the whole of 
my naval career, so what the hell we would have done if confronted by an intruder none of us 
ever knew.

There was only one patrol area that none of us liked and this was out through the main 
gate, where incidentally, an armed guard was on duty, and out on to the pitch black through 
road. It wasn’t the darkness so much that worried us it was more the field next to road which 
was used on occasion by livestock. Now livestock and in particular cows don’t eat at night 
they sleep like the rest of us except that they could hear the hob nailed boots of the naval hero 
coming from miles away and were awake and ready for you. I can tell you that at 03.00 when 
you are still half asleep a cow approximately five feet away letting go with an almighty 
bellow scares the c**p out of you in no uncertain terms and many a patrol has been seen to 
break the Olympic hundred meters time by a long way.
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properly all of the time but some of the less fortunate in some of the other classes were 
constantly being put on report and having to endure the dreaded kit muster.

Once the inspection was over each class then marched off to the tunes selected by the 
bandmaster, past the captain who took the salute whilst standing on his podium in front of the 
main mast and the ships wheel from the Prince Regent. As soon as we were out of sight we 
halted and were then dismissed ready for our weekend either on duty or off ashore.

Weekends off were one long weekend per month from Friday afternoon until 0700 on 
the following Monday. There were a further two short weekends which started at 12.00 on 
the Saturday until the Monday as before mentioned. What this actually meant was that every 
Saturday morning it was mess cleaning and inspection by divisional officers before being 
released to do exactly as you pleased. There was always a bus service laid on by the Navy 
and this took jolly Jack Tar into Portsmouth for him (or her as there were of course the 
WRNS) to sample the fleshpots of the NAAFI or any other establishment that wanted to 
relieve you of your hard won cash.

One of the least remembered of the fleshpots was an old pub called “The Balmoral” 
needless to say this was roundly changed to be named “The Immoral” but not because of 
anything downright sleazy. This was the only pub that served draft Scrumpy in all its various 
forms. The cost for one pint of this elixir of life was precisely one shilling, or in today’s 
money -  5p !!!!! Not bad considering that probably three pints of the stuff would make you 
brain dead, two pints had the unfortunate ability to take away all feeling in your legs but one 
pint was enough for you to take on the world and all that it had to offer. The cost of this brew 
was wonderful or so we thought as our money used to run out during the week before we 
were due to be paid so this would extend our spending power enormously.

One evening two of us entered the Immoral for the first time and ordered just a half 
pint each just to test the situation out. Well the first sip was at best disgusting and the second 
no better so that after half an hour we still hadn’t managed to drink even half of our glass. As 
we stood there at the bar watching the antics of those who had been imbibing for some time 
we noticed two rather good looking girls as they entered. We straightened up and discussed 
our plan of action and who was going to chat up whom and as we did so the two lovelies 
walked to the bar and ordered their drinks. “Hi Fred, two pints of old Vesuvius (actual name 
not recalled) my dear” they said with all the confidence in the world and then proceeded to 
dispatch the same within five minutes of being served. Our two goddesses then took their 
leave we felt that God had let us off lightly that night as we finally drank the remainder of our 
half pints and we left for the more urbane NAAFI club that was just around the corner.

Funny thing about the Navy was that we were then the only service that was still paid 
in cash, I think their Lordships couldn’t countenance that Jolly Jack could possibly have a 
bank account. The other anomaly was that we were paid once per fortnight whilst the other 
services received their money on a monthly basis.

The pay parade was on reflection downright degrading and a throwback to the 19th 
century as we had to assemble in the main block (Eagle Block) and whilst standing in line the 
Master at Arms would wander up and down detailing people off to have their hair cut or by a 
new piece of equipment and so on. Having run the gauntlet we individually marched up to a 
desk, behind which sat a paymaster, a Jack Dusty and an invigilating officer, called out our 
official number at the same time we removed our caps and proffered these to the man with
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be put out. The duty P.O. normally came round to make sure that we did just that, but they 
never seemed to be happy people for some reason.

One night there was quite a kafuffle in the hallway and the door to our mess was 
thrown open and there standing before us was an apparition dressed in pyjamas boots and 
gaiters, wearing his raincoat. This ensemble was topped off by the wearing of a gas mask and 
navy hat. The creature was attended by one of the duty CPO’s who then gave our man a prod 
and he stepped forward to announce -

“The Chief does have a mother and father who are still alive and happily married. He 
is not a Bastard after all “.

This said our man about turned and was marched off to the next mess to perform all 
over again. Sometime later the miscreant was heard and seen doing a double march up and 
down the roadway outside our block, still wearing all of his mixed kit but this time he was 
holding his mattress over his head. We think he lasted a quarter of an hour before exhaustion 
took over and he was dragged back to his bed. How he coped with breathing is a mystery as 
we could hardly hear him when he’d given his speech regarding the C.P.O.

Funny, yes but cruel as well.

The days marched on as we were introduced into the mysteries of Naval Codes, 
transmitters and how to tune them, message procedure, voice procedure, the Morse code, 
radar characteristics, how to touch type at 40 wpm. At that time we as a branch had to be 
aware of communications in all of its forms whereas the other two arms of the military had 
individuals to handle each subject. The reason being of course - there’s only so much space 
on a ship so we had to be the master of all at the end of nearly a years’ hard work the time 
came for us newly qualified radio operators to be drafted to our new ships whether real or 
shore establishments and it also meant the passing of the ways for us all. Some guys I never 
met again throughout my naval service, mainly because at that time the country operated a 
large international force covering just about everywhere on the globe.

For some reason I had when asked earlier said that I would like to go to the Far East 
Station and as luck would have it I actually got my first choice. I was drafted to HMS 
Cardigan Bay based in Singapore.

As I was to go too far flung places the next Part of the agenda was -  JABS -  needle 
point with attitude best describes the number of harpoons that were thrown into both of my 
arms. Of them all TABS were the worst because in those days we were injected with a certain 
percentage and then had to return days later for the balance. It was the balance that dealt the 
killer blow because it made your arm swell to about twice its normal size and then it was 
agony if anyone brushed against you. This I can verify as on the first night after the jab itself 
several of us went to the movies on base and all of us sat with a one chair space between us to 
avoid any form of contact. This worked well until my mate threw out his arm at a funny 
scene in the film, it hit me smack on the arm, I passed out and to this day don’t know how the 
film ended. The point of this is that by the time I was released on my 14 days embarkation 
leave I’d received something like seven jabs in a two day period. The last that I remembered 
was arriving at my mothers’ house saying hello and then passing out. I came round some ten 
days later, one stone lighter having suffered from a mild bout of Yellow fever, Typhoid and 
one or two other unmentionable diseases according to the family doctor. By the time that I’d
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The assembly point for the crew of HMS Cardigan Bay was I believe at Hendon, why 
is still beyond me, but suffice it to say the whole experience was a complete mystery to me. 
The main mess hall was a total disgrace, there were tables encrusted with spilt food, plates 
and used cutlery littered the place and the floor was like a skating rink. All of this to men in 
the Royal Navy was totally alien as we were trained to be meticulously clean and tidy in 
every aspect of our daily lives within the service I think that this was the air trooping centre 
for all three services and nobody seemed to care as to what was happening let alone clean the 
place up.
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